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NOVEMBER 19 

Christmas Parade 


NOVEMBER 1 9 THRU JANUARY 2 

Boulevard of Lights Display 


DECEMBER 3 

Tulsa Ballet presents 
The Nutcracker 


DECEMBER 3-4 

Wichita Mountains 
Classic Steer & Heifer Show 


DECEMBER2-4, 9-11,15-17 

Lawton Community Theatre 
presents Charley's Last Hurrah 
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Lawton Fort Sill presents the 
enchantment of the holiday season 
with a variety of memory-making 
events and performances. Bring a 
friend, bring your family, and 
enjoy all we have to offer during 
this special time of year. 

For a complete listing of events, 
maps and brochures come visit 
www.iawtonfortsiUchamber.com 

629 SW C Avenue * Lawton, Oklahoma 73501 ■ 5803553541 • 800372A540 
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Holiday Lighting Dispuys ' November 23 -December 30 
mid Qwr Qlkef' @^mcv Wf'f//' ^::^ffidm/ 


( 866 ) 763-8092 

WWW.PONCACITYTOURISM.COM 




give to OMRF 


Supporting medical research has 
always been a no-brainer. But 
making the decision to give to 
the Okfahoma Medical Re^i^arch 
Foundation has never been more 
attractive. For every donation you 
make to OMRF, you'll earn a tax 
credit worth half that amount 
(up to a total credit of $1,000). 


It's simple — ^the more you 
give, the more you save. 

Learn more at 
WWW. OMRF. org/taxcredlt 


Oklahoma Medical Research Foundation 


825 Northeast 13th street, Oklahoma City, Oklahoma 73104 405-271-7400 • 800-522-0211 
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F ar J, Michclk Mardn-Coyne» pho- 
tography is but one component of her 
creative life. “1 have always thought 
of myself as an artist who sometimes takes 
phocograplis ” she says. An eighteen-year 
portfolio of Flaming Lips images have put 
Manin-Coync on the map. Her photos have 
been published in worldwide newspapers and 
magazines and a coffee-table book. '‘Looking 
at the photos of the band are, for mcj like 
looking at family photos,” she says. Betweeji 
a I.abor Day concert in Ireland and the final 
days of shooting Christmas on Mars^ Martin- 
Coy ne squeezed in an exclusive Oklahoma 
Today cover shoot on the movie set inside 
her home, in what she hopes one day will 
be her master bedroom. She is married to 
Lips lead singer, Wayne Coyne. 
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I will never have another assignment like 
this as long as I livc,'^ says senior editor 
Steffie Corcoran C'Lip Service ” page 
34). '1 really believe the Flaming Lips are one 
of the most important Oklahoma stories.” 
Corcoran was already an admirer of the band 
when, after several intimate inter\'iews (in- 
cluding two at Wayne and Michelle Coyne s 
Oklalioma City home), she discovered that 
everyone involved in the Lips operation is 
the genuine Oklahoma article: humble, 
gracious, and “completely uncelebrity-like.” 
Corcoran, who says alternative music is her 
favorite genre, traveled to San Diego to see 
one of their infamous live shows, “How 
many people can say Wayne Coyne hugged 
them?” asks Corcoran. “I can!” 


T ravel and teaching are Steven 
Mackies two greatest passions, 
“And the combination of both, 
together, is a double whammy” he says. 
“Imagine if all high schoolers had to do a 
semester abroad, dhis world would be better 
understood and seem a little smaller.” After a 
Peace Corps stint in Africa, the Enid native 
caught English, his cor); and geography in 
Mexico and northern Arizona, He recently 
returned stateside to pursue his doctoral 
studie.s in education at the University of 
Oklahoma. On weekends, Macide, who 
wrote “High Gloss” (page 28) about the 
Gloss Mountains, usually can be found at 
his cabin near Ames. 
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O klahoma’s greatest treasure 

is its children. 


Every child is a gift from God and is worthy of love, help, and protection. 
Since 1903, Oklahoma Baptist Homes for Children has provided hope and 
homes for more than 10,000 children who have experienced abuse, 
abandonment, neglect, or poverty. 




OBHC does not charge for its services or accept government funds. We help 
children without regard to religious affiliation. OBHC is dependent upon the 
generosity of caring people and churches. To find out how you can make 
a difference in the life of an Oklahoma child, visit www.obhc.org. 


Baptist Children’s Home, Oklahoma City 
Boys Ranch Town, Edmond 
Baptist Children’s Home, Owasso 
Baptist Home for Girls, Madill 


Our children's gift to you: 

Drive-Thru Christmas Pageants 


December 2, 3, & 4 

Bnys Ranch Town, Edmond - 7;0D PIVI to 9;00 PIVI 


December 9, 10 & 11 

Baptist Children’s Home, Oklahoma City - 6:30 PIVI to 9:00 PIVI 
Baptist Children’s Home, Owasso - 7:00 PIVI to 9:00 PIVI 


Free Christmas Cards 


We would love to send you a set of free Christmas Cards! 


To order your set and/or an Annual Report, 
please call 1-800-942-3559. Extension 4628. 



EDITOR'SLETTER 


'"We are going to sing some songs obout death and life and what it 
means to really be olive/' —Wayne Coyne in The Fearless Freaks 


Why Wayne Matters to You 

The Importance of the Flaming Lips to Oklahoma 




E very once in a while, 

we encouncer someone who 
reminds us ot the best of our- 
selves and generally makes us 
happier people. "Hiis persons 
very presence, large or small makes us simply 
more winning- Wiync Coyne of the Flaming 
Lips is one of diose people. 

Sceffie Corcorans masterful profile on the 
Flaming Lips C‘Lip Service,” page 34) may 
be one of the most meaningfiil articles you 
read in OkLihoim Todiiy this year I n my eight 
years of editing the magazine, it is among my 
top vwo or three favorites. 

Not only did Corcorans enthusiasm 
for Wayne Coyne, his bandmates, and his 
encourage cake on an infectious air around 
the office — most of us were only marginally 
familiar with the band's history- — wc all 
emerged as ‘"converts or slaves” (to quote 
Lips manager Scott Booker) to the Flaming 
Lips. If it wasn*t Wayne we were all swoon- 
ing over, it was his wife, Michelle, our cover 
photographer, whom we each warned to 
embrace as our new best girlfriend. 

How does a quiet place like Oklahoma 
create a Wayne Coyne? Despite our conser- 


vative values, Oklahoma breeds originality, 
given opportunity and encouragement. Were 
an incubator for talent precisely because 
of what we re not — an already-established 
media and music mecca like New York or an 
artistic assemblage of social refugees like San 
Francisco. We go to places 
like New York to soak up 
the riches; we stay in places 
like Oklahoma to create 


Simply the Best 


our own. 

Our most original Okla- 
homans are at the peak of 
this homespun vanguard 
because their ideas arc, in 
fact, legitimately their own, 
rarely derivative of a coastal 
trend and generally devoid 
of creative pretense. 

This is true oPToby Keith; it is most true of 
the Flaming Lips. Never in American hiscoty^ 
has a mtisical vision emerged so purely and 
been so sustained, improved upon, and richly 
developed as the Lips" twenty- two-year career 
Like Madonna or Winston Churchill, the key 
to Wayne Coynes staying power has been his 
ability to not merely embrace change but to 


Make room in the trophy case. 
On September 26, Okkhoma 
To Jay was named Magazine 
of the Year by the Intern arion al 
Regional Magazine Association, 
This is the fifth time Oklahoma 
Today has received the honor. 


seek it out. Wayne Coyne and his Flaming 
Ups identity — visionaiy; relentless, humble, 
iuid enthusiastic — are indistinguishable from 
one another. 

When someone with as much international 
influence as Coyne chooses not only to live 
here but to create here — his 
forthcoming film, Christ- 
mas on Afarst was shot 
entirely in Oklahoma — all 
of Oklahoma benefits, 
not merely economically 
but imaginatively Wayne 
Coyne, ifyouVe spent any 
time around him, makes 
you feel like you can do 
anything. How hard are 
you willing to work? In 
Waynes world, a persons idleness is his 
only inhibitor. 

As Corcorans anide demonstrates, Wayne 
Coyne is eveiynhing Oklahoma is proud of, 
and he embodies exactly what Oklahoma 
should embrace in this next century, the 
one thing that will set our state apart from 
others — indefatigable originality. 

Here is a man who has achieved global 
pop-culture hero status and, at the same ti me, 
has always remained rooted to his home state, 
never forsaking it for Hollywood Boulevard 
or the Big Apple. Yet Wayne Coyne is not a 
household name here. 

My hope is that this artide will make Fkuning 
Lips fans of each of you, your offipring, and 
your parents. Yes, its twelve pages long. But 1 
encourage you to take the twenty minutes to 
acquaint yourself with this wild visionat*)' and 
artistic son of Oklahoma. Then go buy a Flam- 
ing Lips CD. Or two. Or three. Their sound 
may not be as recognizable to you as a Garth 
Brooks Top 40 ballad, but its as important to 
our Oklahoma music catalog as Reba, Toby, 
Garth — arid Woody- — ever were, 

mccune@oklahomatoday.com 
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THE OZARKS' PREMIER WILDERNESS RESORT 


Private 2 Bedroom Cabins 

SUNDAY THROUGH THURSDAY ONLY 


Big Cedar Gift Cards make the perfect 
holiday gift. Cal) to purchase yours today. 


Limited avaihbilit)T. Offer vilid only on Sunday through Thursday 
reservations. Pricing not available on green dales or holidays. Offer 
not avuliblc to grou[>s of tO or more or on current reservations. 

\ y ^ “ 


612 Devils Pool Road * Ridgcdalc, MO 65739 
^17-335-2777 * www.bigccdar.com 


Big Cedar gift g^rd 


$299 

(PER NIGHT 
'plus tax 

$209 

PER NIGHT 
PLUS TAX 

NOVEMBER 1 - 9. 2005 
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Other states moy gloat about their burger joints, but Oklahoma is mecco for those who 
love the almighty homburger. " — Michael Wallis in Oklahoma Today, May 1 995 


Feed Back 


Fork in the Read 

I enjoyed your ^‘Riverkeepers” article 
(September/October 2005). However, 
you failed to mention one of the best -kept 
secrets among Oklahoma rivers, the Baron 
Fork Creek of the Illinois. 

k is an absolutely gorgeous stream that 
not many people are aware of because visi- 
tors cannot canoe it, though diey can kayak 
or float on inner cubes. 

1 was delighted to see some of the other 
beautiful streams, but I thought it im- 
portant to bring the Baron Fork to your 
attention. 

Stephen R Gray 
TULSA 

River Men 

Being something of a 
river advocate myself, I 
thoroughly enjoyed the 
“Riverkeepers*^ article. 

However, you forgot to 
mention one very important 
river advocate: Oklahoma 
Attorney General Drew Ed- 
mondson. 

Hes been fighting for several years to 
protect the outstanding quality of our 
eastern Oklahoma rivers and streams from 
poultry pollution, t appreciate his efforts 
and certainly consider him a riverkecper 
of note. 

Ken Collins 
OOLOGAH 

Thanks for the “Riverkeepers’' article 
with the great photos. One of your contrib- 
utors, Mary Logan Wolf described herself 
as ""a creek person,” 1 share her allegiance, 
as 1 can list thirty-five creeks and rivers in 
Oklahoma 1 have fished so far, some by 
boat or canoe, but most on foot and by 
wading. If good health holds, I plan to add 
a few more to the list. 

I always enjoy your magazine. 

Hardy Summers 
OKIAHOAAA CfTY 


Pry-ud Okie 

Speaking as an unabashed, unashamed, 
and proud Okie, I enjoyed your editors let- 
ter ("Term of Heart” September/October 
2005), It has never bothered me to be called 
an Okie or for someone else to call me that. 

Oklahoma is many things, and the di- 
versity, spirit, and humor with which I was 
raised finds me with my dusty boots and 
Ferragamo shoes dug deep into the rich soil 
of my memories diere, 

I accept all facets of my Okie-ism . I had 
an appalling accent, but as I recently told a 
friend from Brooklyn, "So 
what? Thar s who I am.” She 
said, “Me, too,” after con- 
fessing she had also been 
judged by her accent. 

I believe that everyone is 
somebody s Okie. Didn’t 
we joke about Jack Ken- 
nedy adding an r to the 
word idfa^ And my dear 
husband of forty-plus 
years was always, to me, 
a “Damn Yankee” from 
New York (who became an Okie by mar- 
riage license). 

If people laugh and tell me I just gave 
three syllables to my last name, 1 shrug it off 
and laugh with them. It may not be lovely, 
burifsme. 

Janice Pratt 
ARVADA, COLORADO 

You Can Go Home Again 

I recently made a trip back to Oklahoma 
to my hometown of Commerce. 1 left my 
current home. New York City, fully expect- 
ing the inevitable culture shock — great big 
city to great big wheat fields. But what 1 
found as I drove my rental car from the Tulsa 
International Airport up the Will Rogers 
Turnpike was a sense of home, something 1 
rarely feel in the Big Apple. 

I picked up your July/August 2005 is- 
sue in the airport and began to read it that 
night. Fm an Oklahoma State University 




WHERE ARE YOUJ; 

AN OKLAHOMA TODAY CONTiST 


A prominent businessman and chief of 
the Seneca tribe, Mothias Splitlog con- 
structed this church for his Catholic wife, 
Eliza. The limestone building, completed 
in 1896, includes unique historic touches^ 
like the fifteen Indian symbols carved over 
the front door. The church's bronze bell, 
imported from Belgium, still welcomes 
members and visitors to nondenominational 
Sunday morning services. Whot is the 
name of this church? 

Mail entries to Oklohoma Today, ''Where 
Are You?"j 1 20 North Robinson^ Suite 
600, Oklahoma City, OK 731 02^ or send 
responses to editorial@okiahomatoday. 
com. Include your name ond town. Entries 
must be received by November 1 0, 2005. 
Three winners drawn from correct entries 
will receive an Oklahoma Ibdo/ T-shirt. 

The USS Sotf/sfi located at War Memo- 
rial Park in Muskogee was the Septem- 
ber/October 2005 "Where Are You?" 
answer. Winners ore Henry Co of Eufoulo; 
Joyce Stockton of Chickasha; and Guy 
Folger of McAlester. 
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Cowboy, and ELskimo Joe^s was a large part 
of my college career* I still use Joes cups in 
my midtown kitchen* 

IVe been a producer/ writer for MTV for 
nearly eight y<^rs now and live in one of the 
greatest cities on the planet* But it was good 
to remember and visit my real home* 

Adam Abernathy 
NEW YORK, NEW YORK 


It Rocks 

I was glad to see the article on OKC Rocks 
rWe Will Rock You ” September/Occober 
2005)* We had cw^o granddaughters, ten and 
thirteen, visit for a week this summer. We 
spent one day in Bricktown, including sev- 
eral hours at OKC Rocks. The girls loved it. 

Dee McCurdy 
YUKON 


Still Stormin 

As a chirt)'-year-old Oklahoma native, I 
thought your tornado issue (May/June 2005) 
was one of the best Oklahoma Today issues 
IVe seen to date* I was surprised chat some of 
your readers were concerned that the secret is 
out about Oklahoma tornadoes (^Teedback/^ 

Sepiember/Oaober 2005)* 

There are always obstacles that people and 
businesses must face before relocating to or 
visiting a new city. Perhaps these concerned 
Oklahoma residents should also contact the 
Weather Channel, They, too, have done a lot 
of publicity on Oklahoma tornadoes. 

God bless the people who have lost homes 
or f^ily members from these black funnels. 
Grovving up in Golden, Oklahoma, 1 have 
seen people forced to start their lives over 
again from the ground up* I have seen a Red 
Cross van helping people to survive. IVe also 
seen California homes fall into the ocean, and 
that doesn’t stop people from going there. 

There s just something special about this 
wonderful place I call home, Tornado Alley. 
Keep up the good work! 

Krista NicholsrRay 
BROKEN BOW 

Some of your readers might be surprised 
to learn that even way out here in the land 
of fruits and nuts, people already know that 
OklaJioma has tornadoes, just as everyone 
back there knows we have earthquakes here 
in California. 

An article about Normans weather indus- 
try, living with tornadoes, and the cutting 
edge of tornado research is no more “adver- 
tising tornadoes ’ than Caltech s web page 



describing their earthquake research and 
monitoring programs is “advertising earth- 
quakes." I doubt anyone intelligent enough 
to be contemplating a move to Oklahoma 
would not already know about tornadoes, 
and I suspect they might be interested in 
learning about efforts to predict, track, and 
warn about them as well. 

Patrick Cherry 
VENTURA, CALIFORNIA 

Never mind those corporate sensibilities* 
I thought the Weather issue was a winner. 
I hope you don t see your publication as a 
puppet for industry interests* Your Feedback 
section indicates that there are many non- 
specialTnterest subscribers who pay your 
bills as well. Keep up the good work 

Lawson Smith 
FAYETTEVILLE, NEW YORK 

Burgers, Baby 

My husband and I have enjoyed the May 
1995 article, “Welcome to Hamburger 
Heaven," for years. WeVe traveled the state 
looking for the best burgers, and to date, the 
Meets burger tops the list. Along the way, 
weVe met friendly Oklahomans and seen 
interesting sites. We call our litde excursions 
a “Hamburger Hunt.” The cooks are always 
pleased to see their restaurant in print. 

Cynthia Huston 
BLANCHARD 

Correction 

In the “Riverkeepers” article on page 28 
of the September/October 2005 issue, we 
incorrectly stated the length of the Lower 
Mountain Fork River: It is 1 9*6 miles long. 


A Salute to 
Our Oklahoma 
Soldiers 

Oklahoma Today has a long tradi- 
tion of providing complimentary 
subscriptions to Oklahoma natives 
who serve our country during 
wartime. In both the Vietnam and 
Gulf wars, Oklahoma Today brought 
the comforts of home to soldiers in 
the battle zone. If you have a family 
member currently serving in Iraq or 
Afghanistan, please send us a name, 
rank, service area, length of dura- 
tion remaining overseas, and APO 
address, and we'll begin sending 
your favorite soldier an Oklahoma 
Today subscription immediately. It*s 
our small way of saying thank you to 
the men and women who make up 
the Oklahoma ranks of our nation’s 
armed forces* (800) 777-1793 or 
ci rcul ati on @o Idaho matod ay* com . 


Ok/a/romo Today welcomes the views of 
reoders. Letters are subject to editi ng and 
must include no me, address, and a daytime 
phone number. Send letters to: Oklahoma 
Today, Attn: Editor, 1 20 North Robinson, 
Suite 600, Okbhomo City OK 73102, or 
fox to (405) 23(Y8650. Address electronic 
mail lo letfers^oklahomatoday.com. 
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Why is protecting the environment important 

to tis? Because our grandchildren 

play in the creek too. , . 'v ' 


COUNCIL 


OKLAHOMA 


1 -888-SAY- PORK • www.okpork.org 


Clifford and Glenda Treadway 

2005 National Environmental Stewards 



S^op for o momeni ond think about how importanf real food is to our holidoys and celebrations/’ 

— Robert Waldrop^ president oF the Oklahoma Food Cooperative 


N o ve m 


SUNDAY MONDAY 



Nickel Creek's 

music has always 
, had its roots In 
bluegross^ so ihefr 
I show tonight at the 
I legendary Coin's 
Ballroom In Tulsa 
should be a good 
I red dirt fit. Doors 
open ot 7 p,m. 


Take the little WFZ* 
ords to the Noble 
Public Library, | 

one of 50 libraries 
in ihe notion to re- 
ceive a signed copy 
of J.K. Rowiing^s 
Harry Potter and the 
HaifSiood Prince, | 


▼ 13 


Rev up your mo- 
lor ond drive to 
Kingfisher for Kool 
Cars in King- 
fisher. Judges v^ill 
□v^ofd plaques for 
best point, engine, 
interior, and best in 
show, 9 o.m. 
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berDressinfg 


By Kathryn Jett 


TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSD^ 


FRIDAY I SATURDAY 


The Sam Noble 
Oklohomo Museum 
of Natural His- 
lory IS hosting the 

Margaret Mead 
Travefing FHm 
and Video Festi- 
val this evening in 
Norm on, 7 p,m. 


The MobeeCerrer 
Museum of Art in 
Shawnee has some- 
thing spirihjol for 
you. A Mosaic af 
Beliefs: Sacred 
Objects feo lures 
items from eoch ma- 
jor religion. Through 
December 4, 



The Women of 

Faith conlererKe 
comes to the Ford 
Center in Oklahoma 
City Don't miss guest 
speaker and Broken 
Arrow native Kristin 
Chenowelh, 7 p.m. 
Through tomorrow. 


See homegrown 
beoulies ot the Miss 
Queen of the 
West Pageant 

in Elk City. The best 
west of will 
be crowned ot Ihe 
Suson Powell Audito- 
rium. 7:30 p,m. 



Through November,, 
Daddy Hinkle's 
Steak House in 
Bridclown hosts o 
Fern Holland 
exhibit that offers 
□ personal glimpse 
into the life of the 
2004 Oklahoman 
of ihe Year, 


15 


16 


Celebrate the 75lh 
anniversory of 
ihe McAlester 
Masonic Center 
during McAlester's 
annual heritage day 
with a guest speoker 
□nd lunch ol ihe lo- 
cal Mosonic Center, 
Noon. 


Need o wine 
perfect for Christmos 
dinner? Swing by 
Grape Ranch near 
Okemoh for o bottle 
of halfday vino. 
Choose from three 
Festivus varieties: 
red, white, and rose, 
grQperonch.com. 


1 
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Ifs opening night 
ot Stiliwoter'^s Town 
ond Gown Theatre, 
ond a fomily funeral 
is at ihe center of 
DecrHy Depart- 
ed Tonight's perfor- 
mance,. 8:30 p.m. 
Weekends ih rough 
November 20. 


Art, focxJ, ond 
□ulhors. Tonight, ihe 
Oklahoma Writ- 
ers Hoi I of Fame 

honors Ralph Ellison 
ond Jim tehrer at □ 
dinner banquet at 
Phil brook Museum 
I of Art in Tulsa. Tick- 
ets, $55, 6:30 p.m. 


Dingo-lings from 
ocross the stole wifi 
gother ot the on- 
nual CORD Fes- 
tive I at Mustang 
United Methodist 
Church. Hcfnd 
bells will ring in 
o public concerl at 
3 p.m. 


Todoy is Veterans 
Day, ond Okbho- 
mo ns ore proud of 
their servicemen and 
women. In remem- 
bronce of them, take 
0 wolk around ihe 
Fort Sill National 
Comelery in Elgin. 


The turkey's not - 
roosted yet, but 
Sopulpa is ready 
for Christmos, join 
ihe town for the 
Lights On celebro- 
lion os downtown 
Sopulpo Flips the 
switch on Christmas 
bliss, 5:30 p.m. 


24 ▼ 
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Bring a conned 
food item ond get a 
dallor off odmissian 
the Oklohomo 
Aquarium 
during 
Tanks- 
giving 
Through Novem- 
ber 30. 


AAoin Street busi- 
nesses will be lined 
with cozy comfort 
today os Chickasho 
begins the Avenue 
of Angels Ouilt 
Exhibit. Through 
December 3 1 . 


27 I 28 29 


Don't miss Ihe very 
lost of the Notional 
Cowboy & Western 
HeriToge Museum's 
Wfde-Open 
Wedne^oys 
sponsored by Ford. 
The free Hump Day 
odmission ends 
lodoy, 

30 


Spice up lodoy's 
turkey wilh Tulso- 
based Lond Run 
Seasoning. They 
even hove o greet 
recipe for your bird 
on iherr website, 
londrunxom. Hoppy | 
Thonksgivingl 


Two Enterslote rivok 
ries dot the Thonks- 
givirtg weekend 
calendar. Tonight, 
ihe Oklahoma 
City Blazers and 
Tulsa Oilers bee 
oF ot ihe Ford Cen- 
ter, Wolch the puck 
fly at 7:35 p,m. 


Toeby, vdiotever 
Bedlam leom you 
root for, give your tot 
the Baby Sooner 
□r Baby Co\vboy 
child devebpmenf 
DVD geored around 
their bvorTto teom, 
teombdbyeriterta i r> 
ment.com. 



Me-me-me-owf 
The prettiest kitties 
j strut their stuff this 
I weekend ot the 
i Cenienniol Building 
ol Stole Fair Pork 
in Oklohomo City 
for the OKC Cat 
Show 9 o.m,-4 
p.m. 


Take a walk down 
to the Red Carpet 
Community Theolre 
in Elk City to see ihe 
Christmos cbssic, 

A Christmas 
Story Tonight's 
perbfmonce, 

7:30 p.m. Through 
December 4. 


Frisco Street will 
be obbze during 
Clinton's annual 
Festival of Lights 
Sales, decorolions, 
oncf hot chocolote 
will supplement 
0 big helping of 
Christmas spirit. 
Porode, 7 p.m. 


Gel reody for some 
hometown hoops os 
the NEO Golden 
Norsemen bee 
the Seminole 
State College 
Trojans at ihe 
NEO gymnasium in 
Miami. 8 p.m. 



l 

! 


1 1 


CALENDAR 




THE ANnOOTE FOR 9 TO 5 CAN 
DE FOUNO AT YOUR LOCAL GUN SHOP. 


Tlie cure far the pressures of modern life is wailing for 
you at your local gunshop. Henry's are beautifully styled, 
perform flawlessly, bear Ihe great historical name of 
Henry and are affordably priced* They have the almost 
magical power to bring out the West in you. 

Every part in a Henry is made in America* Every rifle 
is engineered with features competitors charge twice the 
price for* Our corporate motto* “Made in America and 
priced right” are the words our employees live by. We are 
a family owned business and we stand behind every rifle 
that leaves our plant. Our customer service is second to 
none* and we vrill do everything to insure your complete 
satisfaction* 

Order our free color catalog featuring our entire line of 
Henry lever* boll-action and semi-auto rifles by calling, 
writing or visiting ^ 
our website. 



Henry Repeating Arms Company 
1 1 0 8th St., Brooklyn, New York 1 1 21 5 
Tel: <718) 499-5600 • Fax: (718) 768-8056 



Order your FREE Henry color catalog at 
www.henry-guns.com or mail the coupon 

HENRY REPEATING ARMS CO. 

110 8* Street 

Brooklyn, New York 11215 


www.henry-guns.com 


Address 


Citv 

state ZiD 
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VWWTtR. OKLAWMA TOURISM. BASKET, I. MCKEL VAHTZ 


Ask Rudolph ond he won t steer you wrong 
— Hanson, '"Everybody Knows fhe Clous 


DecemberBlessing 


By Kafhryn Jett and 
Megan Rossman 



Shh. Sfarr Decem- 
ber off qujeJiy af ihe 

YWCA Hatiday 
Gab A Silent 
Auction 2005. 

hefd at the Tulso 
Marriott Southefn 

Hilk 6:30-10 p.m. 


Kids who^ve 
dreomed of coreers 
in orchitedure shoyld 
check out Frank 
Uoyd WrightHrtflu- 
enced gingerbread 
house lessons ol 
Price Tower Arts 
Center in Bartles- 
ville. $15. 4:30 p.m. 


SUNDAY 


MONDAY 


TUESDAY 


WEDNESDAY 


THURSDAY 


FRIDAY 


SATURDAY 


A 4 I 5 ' 6 


7 8 


9 10 


Even though ifs 
seventeen days until 
Ob Man Winter 
rides in on the 
north wind, take o i 
m>oment to ponder 
the subtle beouiy of 
Okbhoma's coldest 
seoson. A worm 
sv/ealer, anyone? 


In Fort Gibson^ the 
streets will be obloze 
for the Starlight 
Chnstmas 
Parade, beginning 
at the high school 
ond v/inding its way 
through this historic 
Oklohomo town. 

7 p.m. 


Itching to sneok o 
peek but con't gel 
to the North Pole? 
Sonia will munch 
cookies and milk 
with the kids ot the 
Dovis Chamber 
of Commerce 
Building at 5 p,m. 
Porcde, 7 p.m. 


Tonight., the OU 
School of Dramo 
opens its version 
of Shokes pea re's 
Mdcbeffi Tonight's 
performance, 8 
p.m. at the A. Max 
WaitTenhoffer 
Theatre. Through 
December 1 1 , 


■nme-trovel to 
Perry''s Cherokee 
Srrip Museum for 
q day ot Rose 
Hill School 
The period 
schqolhouse will set 
the dock bock more 
thon 0 few Hours. 
9:30 o.m. 


Don't be o 
Scrooge— treci your- 
self io 0 perfornrvcince 
of A Chrrstmoi 
Corof ot the 
I Tulsa Performing 
I Arts Center. Tonights 
performance. 

7:30 p.m. Through 
December 23. 


The best high school 
mustckms in the 
region will gother 
today for the 28th 
year in Guymofv. The 
Five-Stole Honor 
Bond concert 
sJom ot 7 p.m. Qt 
the high school 
ouditoriurn. 


I 


1 ) 


Head to Hooters in 
Tulso for the Caixer 
Sucks Fifth 
Annuol Benefit 
for Kkb with live 
music, motorcydes, 
greotfood, ord oil 
proceeds donated 
to pedioMc cancer 
reseofch. 1 :30 p.m. 



◄ 13 

Time is running out 
to adopt from the 
Salvation Army 
Angel Tree. In 
Tulsa, you'll find 
trees ol Woodland 
Hills ond Tulso 
Promsfiode molls. 
Through December 
16 . 


18 


19 20 ► 


Presents for Fluffy? 
Try Pet Stop in 
Owosso. Sara ond 
I Dovid Wilson stock 
everything from 
I treats to hdidoy coh 
brs for the special 
criiter on your list. 
NooO’6 p m. 


Head to Martin - 
bird Tree Farm 

I in Tuttle, where Ihe 
trees ore fresh and 
Ihe hot chocolate 
is free. Okchrist- 
mostrees.com lists 
other pieces to find 
o holidoy tree ihot's 

I perfect, nolurdly. 


The OklaKomo 
City Museum of Art 
presents the Museo 
de Arte de Carrilb 
Gil in Mexico City 
cd faction, M&xi- 
j con MastetM: 

, RiverOf Orozco, 

I onef Stqu&ir0s. 
j Through Morch 26. 


Tired ol turkey 
sondwiches? Spice 
up your week at 
Garden Pizza & 
Mediterranean 

' Cuisine in Edmond 
with o !omb gyro 
and □ slice of 
boklavo. 1 1 o.m. '9 

I 
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The 

, Cherokee 
Heritage 
Sjz Center In 
y Tohleguah 
is hovirvg o 
stoff show and 
sole through 
December 31. 10 
□.m.-5 p.m. 



December is 
pheosont seoson 
In Oklahoma. Trek 
to Flynt Farms 
in Turpin or try 
Rawhide Creek 
Ranch in Tabga lor 
guided hunts. Don't 
forget your hunNng 
license. 


During the holiday 
rush, moke time for 
the Anne Frank: 
A Privalte Photo 
Album exhibit ol 
I the Sberwin Miller 
1 Museum of Jewish 
I Art in Tulsa. 

J Through Decem- 
ber IB. 


Sugarplum fairies 
toka stoge os Tulsa 
Ballet presents a 
Parisiorvinfluenced 
version of The Nvt* 
cradcec at the Tulso 
Pedorming Arts 
Center. Tonight's 
perlbrmance, 7 p.m. 
Through Saturdoy. 


Adopted in 1893, 
misHetoe is the 
oldest of Oklo- 
homo's symbds. 
Traditionally, hunters 
shoot the porosite 
down, but we sug- 
gest you pick some 
ar>d hong it from a 
doorway. 


Looking to make a 
change? Check out 
Untitled ArtSpoce 
in Oklahoma City 
to see o big exhibit, 
Litife Changes, 
with sculptures by 
San Antonio ortist 
Ken Little. Through 
December 30. 


f For 0 fresh twist 
' on New Year's 
blodt-eyed peos, 
try the Texos 
Caviar 


recipe from 
the Junior V^fore 
League of Enid's 
Coding by fhe 
BcotStraps okio 
homotodoy.com, 
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Leave Santo cook- 
ies to remember 
Angie Mammals 
Bakery, Teortsom 
& Giff Shoppe 
inShownae mokes 
cookies that guar- 
ontee a spot on the 
nice list, angiemom- 
mos.com. 
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Who needs Times 
Squore? Pawnee's 
New Year's 
party will rage in 
Courthouse Squore, 
with shopping, hot 
chocobte, and the 
usual bbek-eyed 
peas orb midnight 
boll drop 9 p.m, 
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Virgin id Merritt Autry, left, 

* and Jean Anne Casey own 
Pecans of Merritt, a 40-ocre 
pecon orchard south of Hen- 
" nessey. The sisters' pecan 
fann one of 1 ,200 forms 
^ ih the State that together 
sold 28 million pounds of 
pecans last yeor. 




PnOOUCTS. JOHH JEHNIGAN 


MARKETPLACE 


“Anything's better with pecons in It/ 
— Robert Schoenecke, president, Oklabomo Pecan Growers' Associatron 


Feel Like a Nut 

'Tis the season for pecans, and you can bet Oklahomds 
got plenty to keep you jolly 

By Megan Rossman • Portrait by Wess Gray 





1 ^ 

The Perfect Pear 

Oklahoma Ciiy*s Prairie Gypsies have 
a reputation tor hearty cooking with in- 
novative flair. After adding pecans to pears, 
presto. Pear Pecan Jam was bom, $6,50, 
(405) 525-3013 or prairjcg>psies,com. 


American Pie 

Jenny Wallace and Chris Field still use 
their grandmothers original recipe to 
make Field’s famous pecan pie. Home- 
land and Wal-Mart stock Field s pies all 
year, (405) 238-7381 or ficidspies.com. 



Nuts for Sweets 

Kearby and Pegg)’ Weatherly of ^ 
Whippoorwill Ranch Pecan Com- 
pany in C3knui]gcc (918/756-6509 or 
whippoorwill ran chxom) offer these cinna- 
mon-sugar pecans for S3 a q u after- p<miul. 




Lemon-Aid 

Tart and rich are words that best describe 
the lemon pecan pie from Hammett 
House Restaurant in Claremorc, $12,95 
(918) 341-7333 or hammetchciusc,com. 


Merritt- Based 

Pecans of Merritt has been producing 
pecans for nearly ten years. Ihcir orchard 
yields flavor ful, meaty paper-shell pecans, 

$ 1 5 for a three-pt>und bag. Pecans of Mer- 
ritt, (405) 853-4469, 


Shell It Out 

Try the gift tins from Benson Park Pecans 
in Shawnee, owned by Jim and Deann 
Smith atid home to more than 300 acres 
of trees, Benson Park pecan tins, $24.95. 
(405) 273-1235 or bensonparkpecans,com. 




MARKETPLACE 
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ADVERTISING 




Imported Cheeses ErSnioW Heats 
Riedel (lystal 

WloeErCodrtailkessoiies 
Specially foods 
Leonidas Selpian Chocolates 
Gourmet Gift Baskets for 
Corporate and Special Occasions 


WWW.th9g0urmetqallery.com 

153? South Boulevard In [dmond • (^05) /15-3663 
Monday-friday,10a.[n.to6p,[ri, 

Saturday, 10 a.m, to 5 p.m. 




SoonQX 

l^Qcan 

&omjf2an^ 


Our pecans arc a perfect gift for everyone on your holiday gift list! tin joying fresh pecans 
For baking and snacking is truly an American tradition. Fancy pecan halves. Fancy pecan 
pieces, and the Oklahoma Select cracked pecans arc available in various sizes including 
a cheerful holiday pack. Remcmberr A gift of Sooner Pecans is a gift no one wants to 
exchange! Call or write for a brochure and price list. 


Sotn & /^ai3ec( in 0klakoma 


i fB Etkt Sthiovft (yK 740/0 • f 9/8 J 367-5529 


Daddy 1 Iinki h's Original Stlakhousl 



Enjoy the finest hand-cut aged 

BEEF SEASONED WITH DaDDY HINKLE'S 
MARINADES . VOTED ‘^BeST MAIN 

Course" and "Best of Show" at 
Taste of OKC £005. We SPEctAL- 

IZE IN banquets & PRIVATE PARTIES. 
Plan yours at Daddy Hinkles. 


I.UNCH ■ DINNER ■ PRIVATE PARTES © BANQUETS 


In Bricktown overlooking the canal 
I OO E. California 
BETWEEN Reno ^ Sheridan 


^ 

MIQ 


(405) 230-ISS2 



Try Griffin deli mustards 

DURING THE HOLIDAY SEASON! 


Great on sandwiches, deli platters, and 
as a glaze on turkey, ham, and chicken. 



Available in gift packs and 

at your local grocery stores. 

fifitf*"'- 

W" ComiJiny 

Ills. Cherokee • PO, Box 1928 
Muskogee, OK 74402 
(918) 687-631 1 - Fax (918) 687-3579 
griFfinl^^azalea.nct • griffinfoods.com 
Out-of-state orders: (800) 866-631 1 
Oklahoma orders: (800) 580-6311 



eart of Oklahoma 
paca Breeders 



Visit us at: www.aIpacasok.com 


WWW.DADDYHINKLES.COM 






Put a Tree 
Under Your Tree 


This holiday season, give the gift 
of rare and unusual treesl 

Franklin Tree (pictured) 

Dawn Redwood 
Pond Cypress 'Debonair' 

McLoud Tree Farm 

{405) 361-1513 • info@mcloudtreefarmxom 


Land^raj' 7anns 

O£[afioma Sefect (Pecans 

TrcsH fpi^nsft’ir i/mr liMay 
Chnstmtis £kstr suj^t\f thr tisT, w iw Ww 

Xi i } it/g raj' ‘fa rrHs 
Sci^rt &f Janice Landgraj 
‘Kt 1 ^ox 14 ^ *^iadiii, 09C 7^446 
(5 ^o) 7^5-B930 or 'is^o) 795*7(^44 
vwTti ndgra ^tca ns.cotti 



iscuil 

AND 


BQNES 


A I [- I 

HCTmeVa-ad© 0o<9gi© TVesL'tS’ 



(91 8) 81 0-5274 * orders@biscuitsandbones.com 

www.biscuifsandbones.com 




Specializing in 
Made-in-Oklahoma Products 

Ranging from exquisite to 
boot'Scootin', each gift is 
created by hand, working 
closely with you to design 
the perfect gift for each 
occasion. Choose from 
one of our many catego- 
ries and we will design it 
special, unique and w'ell. 

- Okie Dolde! 

To order: 

1-866-OK-BASKlT 
wu'w.okied okiegifts.com 


^an^ies, 

Homemade Gourmet Chocolates 



All candies are made 
from scratch, beautifully 
decorated and elegantly 
wrapped for your gift 
giving enjoyment. 


* Special ordering available for distir>ctive dietary needs. 

- Each order personalised to your specific desires. 

- Select one flavor or a variety of candies-it‘s your cholcel 


Produced in 
cooperation 
with the 
Oklahoma 
Tourism & 
Recreation 


RO. Box 1 504, Enid, OK 73702 • (580) 542-2639 
angel-de1ight@sbcg)obal.net * vvvvvv.angelddightcandies.com 


Department. 




History and charm combine with the 

MOUNTAIN AIR TO PRODUCE AN 
APHRODISIAC. Not that you’ll NEED IT. 


The transformation begins as soon as you step cJut of 
the car. Suddenly, you’re a couple of love -struck 
teenagers, again. Strolling himd in hand down 
winding streets. Discovering a new artist as you 
explore studios and galleries togetiier. Enjoying live 
shows. Recapping the day’s adventures over dinner. 
All before even thinking about rettu'ning to y^our 
quaint Bed & Breakfast. Hidden away in tlic Itills of 
the Ozarks, this charming Victorian mountain village 
is just a short drive away. Come see for yourself. For a 
free visitor guide, call 1 -866-WISH EUREKA or visit 
EUREKASPRINGS.ORG. 



www.eurekasprings.org 






A Tuba retriever launches his 
into the record books. 


Give dogK food, shelter, and unadulterated love, and 
they'll literally jump for joy Just ask Sly, a five-year-old 
Chesapeake Bay retriever handled by Ken Butler of I’uisa* 
Sly knows a thing or two about jumping; He's the 
reigning world record-holder for his breed and a two- 
time medalist at the ESPN Great Outdoor Games Dock^f 
Dogs competition. ‘ ^ 

Sly has last become a winning fixture on the circuit, km 
July 2004, he took silver in the ESPN Big Air Dogs com- 
petition, where retrievers run full speed do wn a ramp and 
launch themselves into the air 

At a recent exhibition, Sly leaped twenty-four feet, seven 
inches. And at the Great Outdoor Games hdd in July in j 
Orlando, Florida, Slys vertical le^»p of six feet, eight inche^ 
won him another silver medal in the launch competition, (a 
measure of vertical leaping ability. 

Could Sly possibly be Oklahomas next athletic super- 
star? Stay tuned. — Chad Love 


for more bijbrmation, dick on dockdop. mm or esfOLgo, mm/gogfl5- 


Ken Butler of Tulso has been breeding and Handling 
Chesapeake Bay retrievers since the 1 970$. Jason But- 
ler, Ken Is nephew, owns Dock Dogs champkin. Sly. 
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“It’s great to work for Wal-Mart.” 

— Grirth Brooksj who^ hi Augustt announced art agreement to sell his music 
exclusively at Wai-Martt Sam V Club, and on walmart.com 


Ho-ho-ho! 

Oklahoma City is holiday central during 
Downtown in December. 


OG&E's Garden Lights at the 
Myriad Botanic at Gardens in 
downtown Oklahoma City 


Santa Claus isn’t the only thing coming to town this holiday 
season. With a mix of firsts and the familiar, the fourth annual 
Downtown in December winter celebration in Oklalioma City 
serves up enough happenings to fill any social calendar. 

New for 2005s Snow Tubing at the Brick offers a chance to make 
every day a white Christmas, Kids can tube down a snow-covered 
slide or play in the fiuffy stuff in the children's area. 

Returning events include the Braum^s Ice Rink at Civic Center 
Park and OG&Es Garden Lights at the Myriad Botanical Gar- 
dens, To soothe frazzled holiday nerves, sweethearts might choose 
romantic — and free — water taxi rides through Bricktown during 
Kerr- McGee Holidays on the Canal . — Steffie Corcoran 

Most events run Nmfemher25 tbmugh New Ifears Day (405) 236- 
3640 or (8(X)) OKC-4fun; dotmnownokaconL 


Kings 


of the 


eSSENTIALS PRIZED POSSESSIONS 


Bion Acton, Acton's Furniture in 
Guthrie: "We live in a country 
setting on a city street, ond I 
love walking into my den and 
looking out the four win- 
dows there," 

Coleman Clark, BG, Clark 
Jewelers in Oklohoma City: 

"A videotape of my wife 
and me, chronicling about 
one minute of each of our ten 
anniversary trips. We have yet 
to watch it I" 

Su 5 on Dunn, Paper Chose, 
Tulsa: "Photographs of my 
family and friends define the 
i o u rney — pa st, p rese n t, o n d 
future," 

Connie Freebem, Red Dirt Soap 
Company in Bartlesville and 
Tulsa: "Each Thanksgiving and 
Christmas, I prepare our dinner 
in a large granite roasting 
pon that hos been used for 
family dinners for more than 
1 50 years. It brings me closer 


to my heritage and 
many rich memo- 
ries." 

Jeonette Koenig, 

Route 66 in Okla- 
homa City: "My 
father's hand’ 
mode bench. He 
designed the bench 
and spent his free time 
behind if designing jewelry 
and teaching himself watch 
repair. Years later, my father 
purchased a jewelry store in 
Cooperstown, New York, and 
sat at the bench for more than 
thirty years." 

Barbara McCarthy, Miss 
Jackson's in Tulsa: "An oil 
painting by Harold Cohn, 
Oragonflies. Harold, a 
noted midwestern artist whom 
my husband adopted os a 
grandfather, let us select our 
wedding present from his 
entire studio." 


Dan Scroggs, Peck's Lodge, 
Stillwater, "When things 
get hard taking care of my 
mother, who has Alzheim- 
er's, it helps me to reread 
cards she has written to me 
over the years. My collec- 
tion of photos and cards 
from my mother are my most 
prized possessions," 
Maxine Wilson, the Ginger 
Jar in Duncan: "My parents' 
grandfather clock. Itgives 
me such wonderful memories 
of my mom and dad," 


Highway 

EVEN BIKERS NEED TO 
WRITE HOME. 


For the Route 66 enthusiast, 
Hogs on 66 Postcards 
($9.95) IS sure to get the highest 
holiday stamp of approval . 

Released in September, this 
stocking stuffer-sized book pub- 
lished by Tulsa's Council Oak 
Books features removable 
. postcordsof popular Route 66 
' landmarks emblazoned with 
cotchy sayings. 

The eye-catching post 
cards— which include historic 
photos from the archives of 
Tulsa's Myers- Duren Harley- 
Davidson dealership— are 
a perfect complement to last 
year's Hogs on 66: Best 
Feed St Hangouts for 
Roadfrips on Route 66 
($! 9.95), a guide to motor- 
cycle friendly pit slops and reci- 
pes by Oklahomans MJehoel 
Wallis and Marian Clark. 
Butowninga hog isn't neces- 
sary to enjoy the ride, 

"You could be doing the 
Mother Road on □ pogo stick 
and sHII enjoy it," Wdiis says. 

—Brooke Adcox 
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Ada WintersmUh Park Christmas Lighting 
Wintersmith Park, 1 8th & Country Club, Opening cer- 
emony with fireworks: November 22, 6 p.m. November 
22 to December 3 1 . Sunday-Thursday 6 to 1 0 p,m. 
Friday & Saturday 6 to M p.m, (S80) 436-6300* 

Altus Christmas in the Park 
Free train rides around the park. Santa will be in the 
park nightly. November 20 to December 3 1 . 6 to 10 
p.m. (580) 481-2265. 

Ardmore Festival of Lights 

Ardmore Festival of Lights extends over one mile 
through Ardmore Regional Park. Take Exit 33 off L35 
(north of Highway 1 42). Viewing Dates: November \9 
to December 30, Sunday through Thursday 6 to 1 0 
p.m., Friday 8t Saturday 6 to I f p.m. (580) 223*7765* 

Bartlesville Fantasyland of Lights 
Drive-th rough display located within Johnstone Park, 
downtown Bartlesville, November 20 to December 30. 
6 to 10 p*m. (918) 333*4978, vww.daybreakrotary.org. 

Chk kasha Festival of Light 
Over 3.5 million lights on 4 3 -acre Shannon Springs 
Park. Nearly 100 lighted displays induding the 16-story 
Christmas treel Drive-thru/walk-thru experience* 
November 22 to December 3 1, 6 to I I p*m. (405) 224- 
XNAS (9627) » email: festolfght@ad*com* 

The Children's Center's 
Christmas Wonderland in Bethany 
Open nightly from 6 to 1 0 p.m*. Thanksgiving through 
Christmas* 100% of all donations collected benefit the 
medically fragile children at The Children's Center. 

(405) 789-671 1, www.chechildrens-center.org. 

Elk City Christmas in the Park 
Ackley f^rk on Historic Route 66* November 25 to 
December 3 1, 6 to II p.m. Free activities every Friday 
and Saturday night from 6 to 8 p.m* (580) 225-0207, 
wwwel kcttycham ber. co m* 

Enid Lights up the Plains 
Downtown Enid Courthouse Lawn. Opening Night 
celebration Friday November 25, 5 to 9 p.m* Carriage 
rides* lights* Santa, fireworks, and music* December ! , 8, 
and 15. (580) 234-1052. 

Guthrie Territorial Christmas Celebration 
Take a step back to Christmas' past and experience 
Oklahoma's ftrst capital as it was at the turn of the 
century. (800) 299-1889* www.guthrieokcom* 

Kingfisher in Lights 

Over 75 displays light up Oklahoma Park from No- 
vember 23rd to December 30th* Miniature train rides 
nightly, Sunday-Thursday 6 to 10 p.m.* Friday & Satur- 
day 6 to M p.m* (405) 37S-444S. 

Lawton Boulevard of Lights 
Carnival Christmas sets the theme for the Christmas 
parade down Gore Blvd, that opens the lighting display 
on November 1 9. Lighting display through January 2. 
2006.(800) 872-4540* 


McAlester Parkway of Lights 
Downtown, Main Street to Strong Boulevard on Carl 
Albert Parkway (Hwy 270)* Seven city blocks of beaud- 
fui lighted displays, November 27 to January 1 , 2006. 
(918) 420-3976. 

Midwest City Holiday Lights Spectacular 
See Oklahoma's largest animated light display with over 
one million lights! Joe B* Barnes Regional Park (SE ISth 
It Century Blvd*). Hot chocolate on Friday & Saturday 
nights* provided by Primo’s d' Italia. November 1 8 to 
December 30, Sunday-Thursday* 6 to 1 0 p.m.* Friday & 
Saturday, 6 to 1 1 p.m. (405) 739- 1 293* 

Muskogee Garden of Lights 
Honor Heights Park is aglow with millions of Christ- 
mas lights delighting all ages. Viewing dates: Thanksgiv- 
ing to January 1 . 2006. Monday-Thursday and Sunday 
5:30 CO 10 p.m.. Friday Sc Saturday S:30 to II p.m. (888) 
687-6137 or (918) 684-6302* 

Oklahoma Baptist Homes for Children 
Live scenes and hearcwarming portrayals illustrate the 
life of ChrisL Boys Ranch Town, Edmond: De- 
cember 2, 3. & 4* 7 p*m* to 9 p.m*; Baptist Chil> 
dren^s Home, OKC: December 9* 10 & 1 1*6:30 
to 9 p.m*; Baptist Children’s Home, Owasso: 
December 9, 1 0 & I L 7 p.m. to 9 p.m.; (405) 942-3800. 
ext 4628* www.obhc.org 

OKC Downtown in December 
Downtovwi OKC's festive winter celebration will trans- 
form Oklahoma City into a winter wonderland* Enjoy 
outdoor skating* holiday lights, canal rides* and snow 
tubing. A month of holiday fun awaits you. November 
2S-Janyary 1 , 2006. wwwdowntownokc.com 
(40S) 236-3640,(888) OKC.4FUN* 

Ponca City Festival of Angels 
Over 200 animated light displays in 5 city- wide loca- 
tions. Begin your tour at Cann Gardens- 14th and 
Grand Ave, Maps available. November 23 - December 
30* 6- 1 0 p*m. Free admission! (580) 762-4567. www* 
fescivaiofangels.net 

Sapulpa Main Street 

‘'Lights-On'' Celebration* November 1 7, 6 p*m. Historic 
Downtown Sapulpa Lights up for the Holidays. Novem- 
ber 1 7 to January I * 2006. Christmas Parade of Lights* 
December 3, 6 p.m. (918) 224-5709. 

South Grand Lake Christmas Parade 
Langley/Disney across Pensacola Dam* December 3rd 
at sunset* featuring the Cherokee Yacht Cub Lighted 
Boat Review. (9 1 8) 782-3214. 

Woolaroc Wonderland of Lights 

Spectacular display of 400*000 lights on grounds and 
buildings* plus wagon rides* petting zoo, and moving 
lighted Holiday Horseman. November 25 to December 
f 8* Friday* Saturday & Sunday* 5 to 9 p,m. (9 1 8) 336- 
0307* www*woolaroc*org* 

Come Experience the Fun! 


J. MICHEUX MAFfTIN-COVNe 


THERANGE 


"] mean no hyperbole when I soy lhal fear/ess Freaks moy be, m Its way, l^he best music 
documentary ever made/ — Eric Waggoner in the Metro Times of Detroit, May 25, 2005 


The OKT Profile 

Bradley Beesley 

Filmmaker Bradley Beesley, thirty-four, ^ew up in Moore. His films include Hill Scorn p Holler (1999), 
Okie Noodling (2001), and Ltst springs doaimentaryi of the FkmingLips, Hie Fearless Freaks. Now 
Austin-based, Beesley is ptming the finishing touches on flaming Lips lead singer Wayne Coynes monit, 
Christmas on Mars>^r which he senses as director of photography 



What do you miss about Okla- 
homa? I mbs hand-fishing and 
my mom, not necessarily in 
that order. 

Who are your favorite filmmak- 
ers? Terry Zwigoff, who di- 
rected Crumb and Ghost World, 
Jean-Pierre Jeunec and Marc 
Caro of Delicatessen and City 
of Lost Child}-en fame, and Jim 
Jarmusch, who directed Down 
by Law and Dead Man. 

What's your favorite film? I love 
Errol Morris s first two docu- 
mentaries, Gates oj Heaven and 
Vernon, Florida, The narrative 
films I love are classics like 7/je 
Man With the Golden Arm, Mid- 
night Cowboy, Paper Moon, One 


Flew Over the Cuckoos Nest, and 
more recent films like Welcome to 
the Doldmuse and Undertow, 

Your films suggest youTe at- 
tracted to life's oddities. Why? 
To some theyVe oddities; to 
me, theyVe now family. That s 
what s wonderful about being a 
documentary filmmaker — you 
get to incorporate your life into 
your films. 

Whot projects are you working 
on? An episodic documentary 
about Texas all -girl, banked- 
track roller derby. T hirteen 
episodes will begin airing on 
the A&E network in January 
2006. I am cod i reccing The 
Creek Runs Red. another doc- 


umentary for the Independent 
Television Service, with fellow 
Okiahomans James Payne and 
Julianna Bramium. The film 
follows families living amid 
the polluted area of the Tar 
Creek Superfund site in Picher, 
Oklahoma. 

What makes Oklahomo such 
a great setting for your docu- 
mentaries? i know' [he land and 
the people and can relate. Most 
folks are untainted and not 
jaded about filmmaking. 

Whafs the best and worst ad- 
vice you ever got? Best: “Stick 
your arm up in that hole and let 
him bite you.” Worn: “You need 
money to make films ” 


Who inspires you? My mother. 

You've worked on several Flam- 
ing Lips videos. Which is your 
favorite? “Turn it On.” We were 
starting to understand light- 
ing and cameras more but still 
breaking into laundry facilities 
with no permits and enjoying 
the process of making videos 
ourselves and having a wacky 
time doing so. 

Whol ore youf favorite Ups 
songs? “Moth in che Incuba- 
tor," “Let Me Be It," and every 
song on The Soft Bulletin, 

Whot ore the best and worst 
things about working with the 
Floming Lips? Best — its always 
an adventure, 1 wouldn't call it 
work. Worst — the treacherous 
nature of our filming locations. 

Whot's in your CD tray? 
Hounddog Taylor, EPMD, 
Graham Nash, Faces, Thin 
Lizzy, the Fruit Bats, Smog, and 
Johnny Darrell. 

What did you eot the lost time 
you dined out in Oklahoma? A 
pig sandwich at Bob’s Pig Shop 
in Pauls VaJIey. 

Whot ore Oklahoma's great- 
est assets? The Glover River, 
Adrian Peterson, and the 
Flaming Lips. 

Whot does Oklahoma need 
more of? Independent cinemas 
and live music %^cnues. 

Whot are your favorite hang- 
outs in Oklahoma? Bill & 
Dee’s bar in Norman and 
Robinson’s Landing on Lake 
Lawton ka. 

Whaf s your artistic philosophy? 
Passion breeds talent. 

Whot's your personal philoso- 
phy? Live in rhe now. 
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Four Things to 


Will 


Will Rogers's Birthday Celebration 


L asso artist with fheziegfelij foiiieS' beloved Oklahoma 

drizen? Proud Cherokee? Number one on OklahonM Todays list of die most 
influential Oklahomans of die last century, Will Rogers lAm all that and dien 
some. All of his %'arious guises will be cclebiaced at his 1 26th birdiday celebra- 
tion in Claremorc on November 4 and 5, includi ng these higjilights. — Joan Rhine 


Dog Iron Ramb is located near Ooiogah, two mil^ north of the State Highway 88 and 
US. 169]unamL The Will Rogen Memorial Museum is located at 1720 West Will Rog- 
ers Botdevard in Clare}?iore. (918)34 1-071 9t wUlrogerswtg. 



You Say It's His Birthday 

The party starts November 4 at 10a.m. 
with birdiday cake at Rogers s birth place ^ 
Dog Iron Ranch, on Ooiogah Lake, 
Western performer John Lewis will serve 
up grub from an audientic Old West chuck 
wagon. Like a little music with your eats? 
Ihe Ooiogah /Talala fourth graders will be 
singing a happy birthday tribute. 


Everybody Loves One 

LTont miss the free parade at 2 p.m. No- 
vember 5, The Will Rogers Roundup Club 
kicks things ofl with a Pony Express ride be- 
tween the birthplace and memorial prior to 
joining up with the parade. With ever)T;hing 
from a Corvette convertible club to antiqtte 
cars, horse clubs, and a trick roper, the parade 
wiil provide plenty" of waving opportunities* 


And the Ladies of the Club 

The Cherokee Womens Pocahontas 
Club will recognize honorary member Rog- 
ers with a traditioiuil wreath -laying ceremony 
at 2 p.m. November 4 at the Will Rogers 
Memorial in Claremorc. I he processional 
ends at the foyer statue, where club members 
will leave a basket of native grasses before 
placing a circle wneadi on the Rogers tonih. 


In Memory Of 

Leave time to check out the WtU Rogers 
Memorial Museum. Tliis first-class facilit)' 
provides multimedia glimpses of why this 
pan icuhir citizen Oklaliomas favorite 

native son. Media c>pes can catch fcgerss 
films or listen to his radio programs. Visitors 
will be moved by the room filled with items 
recovered from his fatal plane crash. 








THE UNIVERSITY OF 
OKLAHOMA 
A Hjstort, Volume L 
1S90-1917 
By Daw id W. Levy 
I hf finit in a projected ttirtf- 
volumt' detinirive hisrnry, 
t-cvy trnecs the L^niversityX prn(;rcsy fram 
tcrmorial days to 19 JT 
SZ9.9S Cloth | 0^8061-3701 7 | 368 paces 

I A WESTERN LEGACY 
The NATtoistAt 
Cowboy & Westesn 
Heritage Museum 
I A Western Lcgitey ceY 
t brarci ihc fifiicth anni- 
' versa ry of this premier 
museum, offering hoili an msmuiiunal 
history and a capri\ ating piLtorinl overview 
irs holdings. 

$ 59.95 Cloth | 0 8061 - 3728-2 
$ 29.95 Paper | 0 -E 06 TJ 731-2 
255 PACES 

I THE PAPERS OF WILL 
ROGERS, VOLUME 4 
From Broadway to 
THE National Stage, 
September 1915-jULv 1928 
Edited by Steven K. Cragm 
I and M. Jane Johanss.on 
This dfH!Uinvntar y history reveals KopersX 
personal and prokssjonai transformation 
during what may have Iwen the most pm- 
duLtive pvrmd of his diverse Larevr. 

$49.95 Cloth | 0-806 T3 704-5 | 640 paces 

I OKLAHOMA TOUCH 
My Father, King of the 
1 Tulsa Bootleccers 
Sy Ron Padgett 
Wayne Padgert, one fit 
t)kEaKinnaX most ehisivc 
I htjotleggers and career 
criminals, wms also kricnvn ft>r his gentTosity 
.itid gtK>d spirits. \ list S4>n ivtls the story ul 
Tiik.iX own “Robin I iouj.” 

$ 16.95 Paper | 0 S 06 T- 3732-0 ] 2 SS paces 

THE FRED JONES JR, 
MUSEUM OF ART AT 
THE UNIVERSITY OF 
OKLAHOMA 
Selected Works 
By Eric McCauley Lee 
and Rima Canaan 
Tliis hcaniifully iUusrratrd catalogue high- 
lights to I works of art from rhe Fred Jimes 
Jf, .Museum id An at the Universiry of 
Oklahoma. 

$ 59.95 Cloth | 0 S 06 V 3673-1 
$ 39.95 Paper | 0 - 8061 - 3680-4 
292 PACES 








UNIVERSITY OF OKLAHOMA PRESS 

2800 VENTURE DRIVE 

NORMAN. OKLAHOMA 73069-8216 

TEL Soo 627 7177 ■ FAX Soo 735 

OUPPESS.CQM 


DIGEST 23 






THERANGE ”1' ve been blessed to get some fantastic pieces there." 

— Starry Starry Arts patron Stacy Palmer 


\905 -200j 

GLENPOOL 


Proud of our past, and 
prepared for the future. 

Positioned to he itie next Ikkuu town ot northeast 
Oklahoma. (ilcn|^M)l Oklahoma is ideally situated 
(or iiulustrial, eommereial aiul residential 
development. With reaily access to four lane 
highways in everx' dirt^iitm. ( 'ilenivMil enjoys dirt*ct 
aivess to both Dallas and ilowntown Tulsa. 

join us tm NovemlxT 12th. 2(K)5 as uv thr»»w a 
Olenn P<m»I ( Vntennial Birthday Bash!! (’heck out 
«>ur weh sites for lurther inhtrmiition alxnit the 
party, or alwuit the |>otential. waitinj* lor you iti 
(den)><H)l. Oklahoma!! 

City of (ilcnpool (tlcnpool Chamber 
mx Commerce 

918 322-3505 

wwu .( jlcnp(K>l.com wuxv.tilenfKHiKTiambcr.iwy 




Want Real-Life 
Magazine 
Experience? 

Editorial, advertising, circulation, and 
marketing internships arc available at 
Olilahonut lodiiy year-round. 



Star Quality 

A Shawnee gallery offers a galaxy of artistic gifts. 


EEKING A PERFECT CARD OR 
gift your recipient wont get two 
oft Upgrading from mere-mortal 
consumer to chic-chic shopper 
is a snap with a visit to Starry 
Starry Arts in Shawnee. 

Thanksgiving weekend, visitors are 
invited to sip cider, munch cookies, and 
browse extended hours during the shops 
sixth annuiil holiday open house. 

Works of nineteen artists with Okla- 
homa ties fill four rooms with paintings, 
drawings, pottery, weavings, bead work, 
photographs, and sculptures alongside a 
rainbow of eclectic gifts and art cards for 
every taste and budget. 

The shops name is a curtsy to Van 
Gogh s Tf)e Starry Night painting and 
owner Sunita Sitaras last name, Hindi for 
star. Opened in 1 999 as an outlet to sell 
Sitaras artwork, the shop has become a 


favorite for artists and collectors. 

‘'I encourage people to enjoy art in their 
homes,"' says Sitara. ‘Art is often a better 
investment than prints, and framed originals 
are often competitively priced. Art really is 
fbreveiy'one.” — Cindy Kelly 

During the open house weekend. Starry 
Starry Arts will be open extended hours. 10 
a.m. to 9p.m. November 25 and 26 and 1 to 
6p.m. November 27. Regular houn ate Mon- 
day through Saturday. 10 a. m. to 6 p. m. 

Original sculptures, pottery, painting, and 
drawing are priced from $75 to $1. 000. with 
most in the $200 to $500 range. Starry Starry 
Arts. 414 West Federal in Shawnee. (405) 
878-8063: stanystarryarts. com. 

Owner Sunita Sitara stocks Starry Star- 
ry Arts in Shawnee with merchandise 
from local and global artists. 
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Venison for 
What Ails You 

Oklahoma hunters share their 
bounty with the state) hungry. 

I N NOVEMBER 2005, WH 1 [ .E HUNT- 
ingwhitcrail ar [heSelman Ranch 
near BiifFaJo. thirceen-year-old 
Joslma Chesnuc of Jcnks bagged a one 
hundred- pound doe. Bui because of 
earlier bunts, there was little available space in 
the family freczet 

"" Since we already had quite a bit of deer 
meat, I thought it would be good to give it 
to someone who might not have enough to 
eat ” says Josh, who decided to donate his 
venison to the Oklahoma Department of 
Wildlife Conservation s Hunters Against 
Hunger program. 

Begun in 1991, Hunters Against 
Hunger was formed through a coalition 
of statewide meat packers, the Oklahoma 
State Department of Health, sportsmens 
clubs, and the wildlife department. 

Hunters Against Hunger allows those 
who legally harvest a deer to donate the 
meat to help feed the hungry in their area. 
After taking a deer to a check station, hunt- 
ers transport it to one of fifty participating 
meat processors and pay a $1 0 fee. lb e 
processor then works with the %vildlife de- 
partment and area food banks to ensure that 
the meat makes it onto the places of hungry 
Oklahomans. —Blaine Smith 

To fim! a lacai meat pwce^orpankipatmgin 
the Hunters Agaimt Hun^rpivgpam, refer to 
the wiUiliJe department^ Oklahoma Hunting 
Guide. 1801 North Limohi in Oklahoma City, 
(405) 521-3856; loildlifidepartmmtxom. 



Many hunters prefer not ta kill an 
animal they won't eat. With Hunters 
Against Hunger, deer harvesters can 
donate venison to a larger cause, mah 
nourished Oklahomans* 



THE MANDALA CENTER 

A Non-Profit, 

Ecumenical 
Retreat 
Center 
Welcoming 

7* M it P.a Box t58 - Des Moines, NM $8418 

(505)278-3002 
WWW. mandaiacenter. org 

The Mamiala Cemer is a quiet, peaeefttl place for rest reflection and renewal. 
Upcoming programs include: 

Thanksgiving Weekend, rhursday - Sunday, Nov, 24-27, Join us for a Thanksgiving 
feast and unstructured weekend of rest and' rcnew^al Singles, couples and families 
welcome. Fee: $!50/adult or teen: SI 00/ 12 and under: six and under, free with sleeping 
bag or col. 

What is huddliism? An Exploration of Buddhist Teachings and Practice. Friday - 
Sunday^ Dec, 2 - 4. Basic introduction to Buddhism and instruction and experience in 
Tibetan Buddhist meditation will be ofTcred by Don Handriek. a Tibetan Buddhist pmcii- 
tioner who teaches for the Foundation for the Preservation of the Mahayana Tradition, 
Fee: $250, Everyone is welcome. 

Landscape Painting with Aerylies, rhursdav - Sunday, Dec, 8 - 11, Workshop is open 
to adults and young people, artists and would-be artists. Leader is Man in Montoya, a 
mostly sclf-iaughi artist who works in bold colors to create whimsical northern NM 
images. See our website for additional information and photos of Martin's work. Fee: 
S400, includes supplies. 

New Year's Retreat: Praying From the Heart - Praying With the Body* Wednesday, 
Dec. 28-Sundayv Jan. 1. through Centering Prayer, prayerful yoga and devotional chant, 
we will give thanks for 2005 ami 'Ting in" 2006. Leaders are Jim Reale, yoga instructor 
and cham composer, and .Susan Rush, spiritual director and coordinator of Contemplative 
Outreach of New' Mexico. Fee: $400. 

Fees inefude tuition^ double occupancy room and meals, 




UCOs Presidents Series, 
Broadway Tonigh I presents: 

Lucie Arnaz and the 
Manhattan Rhythm Kings 
December 3, 7;30 p,m,, 

Mitchell Hall Theater 

Lucic Arnai has enioyed a career 
spanning over 35 years. She has 
scarred on the New York stage in 
Theyrr Our Lmt in 
Yonkers, and Gmee and Glorie and 
has appeared on television in Thr 
Luck Amjiz Som und Dangk- 
rers, and 77jc Season, and on 

the big screen in The Jaso^ Singer^ 
Doutfi to Ybu, and Secofui lljoa^is. 
ITie Rhythrtt Kin^ are known for 
their performances of .American 
fK^pular music horn the 1920s. 
1930s, and I940y (405) 947-3,375 


yCO’s President s Series, Broadway 

Tonight presents: A V^stern 
Hoedown: taUh Jana Jae 
November 20» 2005, 7:30 
p.m., Mitchell Hall Theater 

A former regular on rdevision's Hee 
called the "first 
lady of the country fiddle," Jana 
jacs style blends counrry fiddling, 
western swing, pop, and the classics 
in her show A Wesrem Hoedown, 
(405) 947-3375, 


DCC€mt3€l^lSC ATmtcrGlow Parade & Holiday Cel- 
ebration, l^rade begins at LTCO and travels thru historic 
downtown Edmond ending back at UCO, Festivities in- 
clirdc: Holiday Ll^ts on the UCO campus and downtown 
Edmond, the Parade, Pictures wit h Santa, Horse-drawn 
Carriage Rides, and a Holiday Concert in Mitchdl Hal). 




MONT> 

COiifkrtjaotj^^ V^Sem^ flo^aa j i ^ 


tflw,) 3^1-4344 • (40S) 341-4344 • (iXi)(jj.\45icetx»x}ryx)H^co<*) 
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"Bedlom: A place or siluoMon of noisy uproar and confusion. ' 
— The American Heritage Dicfionary of the English Longuagef Fourth Edition 


Bedlam Barbecue 
and Bedcovers 

Get cookin' and heat things up with these Oklahoma products. 





om and full of secretSi" Johnson says, “ Ihe 
smokers rake die guesswork out. You throw 
in food, pur wood in, set the thermostat, and 
go away.“ No matter who is roasting whom 
on the court or field, fans can celebrate with 
succulent slices oPcue. 

A different kind of comfort comes from 
another made-in-Oklahoma product: an 
OU or OSU Cjuih from Varsity Quilts in 
Norman. Company creacors and longtime 
friends Verna McNabb and Barbara Poe 
developed their pas-sion for patefr 
work in 2003, They soon realized 
that among licensed items available 
for both teams' supporters, none met 
the needs of quilcers who wanted to 
give a made-from-the-hearc gift, 

Poe says, *Tcoplc tell us, That s 
the best Christmas present IVe ever 
received,"* McNabb diimes in: ‘‘Or tlity tell us 
they cried when they opened it " 

Tlic duo will complete a quilt or provide 
a kit with fabric and embroidered blocks of 
Pistol Pete, the Sooner Schooner, and others, 
“A Normaji store told us a woman pur- 
chased a kit just before entering the hospital 
for a heart procedure,” Poc says. “She told 




Recently, in addition to their popular OU 
ond OSU merchandise, Barbara Poe and 
Verna McNabb have added other Big 1 2 
schools to the Varsity Quilts product line,, 

tliem, *1 f 1 make it. Pm gping to come back and 
buy another/ She stopped in tor her second on 
the way home from die hospital,” 

Varsiiy Quilts has recently added a House 
Divided quilt, widi half OU and half OSU 
colors ;uid images, :ind have obtained licensing 
rights for other Big 1 2 universities, 

— Kadiryn Jenso n Whi te 


Caakshack Collegiate Smakettes 
mail for $625, and Varsity Quilts 
products sell for $75 to $275 and 
are available online or at variates 
Oklahoma retailers. Cookshack 
America, (SOO) 423-0698 or cook- 
shackamerica.cofti; Varsiiy Quilts, 
(405) 360-94 70 or imsityquilts.com. 




HILEBASKETBAU. 
and football most 
obviously define the 
OU/OSU Bedlam 
experience, barbeaic 
and bedcovers are gaining yardage. Two 
Oklahoma businesses now serve rail gating 
fans who fire up grills near the griciiroji and 
the faidiful who cheer for their teams from 
the stands or the couch. 

Cookshack of Ponca City now oflers Col- 
l^iate Smoketres, family-sized food smokers 
displaying the colors and logos ot the Sooners 
and Cowboys, 

“We wanted to reach the tailgitiiig crowd,” 
says Donna Johnson, marketing vice president 
and daughter of blunders Gene and Judy EUis, 
“Each year at our State Fair booth, l^s would 
say, T wish youd paint a Smokette for OU’ or 
‘Can you make an orange one for OSU?' This 
was also a way we coidd support our two great 
universities.” Approximately 8 percent of the 
smokers' price goes back to OU and OSU, 

‘Teopic think of barbecue as mysteri- 


In addition to smokers, Cookshack 
produces a line of sauces, spice 
rubs, and smoking wood. 


r 
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VifH... 


Bartlesville, ^ t ^ ndr . 

\ n Bartlesville, Oklahoma, the town that oil built, you can see roaming herds of exotic 
\J animals on an oil barons vast ranch, explore Frank Lloyd Wright s only skyscraper, shop 
for unique treasures and experience the art, culture, history and legends of the great American 
West. 

Bartlesville Area Convention and Visitors Bureau 
201 SW Keeler • PO Box 2366 • Bartlesville, OK 74005 • 877-273-2004 • 918-336-8708 


Coppor Rcsrauront 
. 4 Bar ond Arts 

CertfQr Gatlariu. 


1 

The Landmark L^erience 

INN AT PRICE TOWER ^ 

Stay the night Ffan*« Lloyd Wiight In the 21-foom, high-tteign hotel tocatsed 
imide the Pdae Tower. 

Call about our Ptuieie Skysm^ier Package. Includes one night stay for two, continental 
breakfast, pnority seatirtg at Copper Restaumnt + Ear, and a compUmentaiy copy 
Pi’^frie SkyscrapeR Frank Uoyrf Wright's Price Tower catalogue. 

Prices starting at 1129. Mention code OKTodayOS. 

510 Dewey Awe., BartlesviUe, OK * Innatpricetower.taTn " fteseivations 877*4242424 


— INN AT 
PRICE TOWEfR 


COPPER 

SfiliTAUKAKl . BAR 


PRICE TOWER ARTS CENTER 


www.VisitBartlesville.com 





Go Here Now 


I 


High Gloss 

At Gloss Mountain State Park, Steven Mackie 
inspires us to drive, think, hike, and remember 
why we always come home again. 





I DISAGREE WITH THE LATE NATURE WRITER AND 
ecodefender Edward Abbey. In his definitive 1968 work, 
Desert Solitaire^ he calls the canyon lands^aroond Moab* 
Utah, ''the most beautiful place on earth Later, how- 
ever, on the same page, his wisdom shines: ‘‘Every man, 
every woman, carries in heart and mind the image of the ideal 
pl^ce, the right place, the one true home, known or unknown, 
actual or visionary,^’ Novelists call this ‘'utopia.” 1 call it home. 
Home is northwestern Oklahoma. 

Butterscotch, a 1979 Dodge Adventurer 150, is an essential 
part of home for me. I love her. Those who don t have the privi- 
lege of owning an old pickup may find this Section eccentric, but 
I adore being behind her wheel. Windows down, sun setting, dog 
riding up front with his head and tongue out the window, 1 drive 
for the simple pleasure of driving. This is my freedom. 

Butterscotch and I recently traveled to the Gloss Mountains, 
another place that embodies freedom to me. Is it any wonder the 
town of Freedom is just a few dozen miles northwest of here? 

^ As a child growing up in northwest Oklahoma, the Gloss 
Mountains were shrouded in mystery. My grandfather, Harold 
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What to bring on your hike 


For the e$5entialist: 

Water, snacks, 
sunscreen, hiking 
boots, o hat, 
sunglasses, and 
binoculars 

For the romantic: 

Picnic supplies and a 
bottle of Oklahoma- 


made wine, rry a 
bottle of Sooner Spirit 
from nearby Indian 
Creek vineyard in 
Ring wood. 

For the prepared; 

A snakebite kit 

For the dreamer: 

A telescope 


The white rings on the 
ore gypsum deposits leaching 
from the ground. The rings ore 
most^i||liii^|iflbf oirt? 

vyh^ the grirand i$ domp. 







RE. \JWSE\' 



cent! 








^M^kic, soil (>r Cherokl^ Sr sTtOlHe^ about how *. ^ 

I Ills country wa^ once a b^'fFa!cl^K^ci^gr6f^^ ft> the Apache, V / 
i Kiowa, and Comanche. 

loday, the climb il^ie4fcw>5Sfhedr#MOun 
longest me^in 

>pbTore. if up thei^pfcT^ reach 

the top; a chaircft^'ritfways^^^yci-ffai'irt^W 
* Mounttun Coni?!!^i4:i^ in«!8ife";#eveii|i[ ^ 

/ more outdoor 4^ib iJmsts 'coiitd take 

fii i t re asure,^ nef ud ffi^ ai^dm g a n>ii ^ - v 

system JO the top. Jt is^ fifteeTWiiinuteKike'^p che 15 7-1^1 
iC-scarpt^ent, and the rewarefs af the peak^are fhnitless/ theVisVa ' % 

. ^ ruore st/thftn affy othei't 

.^ ^Kboiit 250 miHiOn years igo, during’ the ptrniian period^, a 
'i glacial sea covered western tJJdahonia and the central plains, / ' 

./rFhis sea, along with uplift, gave us the areas mesas and tahl^vi 
mountains. Plains Indians used the country to -hunt bififafov'V, ‘ vf /; • ^ 
until forced to give up their land for setllenieiU/As AlAeric^m' f|T! , 
curiosity with the West grewj. white explorers arrived' irt the first - 
half of the nineteenth cemurv. ’ / V I'm. 


Selenite nHi|Fnificent 

glittering strtKtu^ jhnaffghoutlhe 
areo. GIq$£ McAjitloin'Stc^ Park 
officials ask visitors not to disturb 
the natural formations ond, as a 
cotisOloHon, offer souvenir selenite 
in boskets at the troilheads* 





Lone Peak h the norther^ 
most and highest biitte of 
the Gloss Mountains. 
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Fair View 


A few miles southeast of 
the Gloss Mountains is 
Fairview^ the largest town 
in Major County. Stop 
here to gear up For your 
hike or wind down ofter 
a strenuous walk through 
the Gloss Mountain State 
Park, Call ahead for times 
and days of operation. 

Good Eats 

• Mel's Diner 

1 22 North Main 
(580) 227-2600 

• Kidd Drug and Gift 
1 04 North Main 
(580) 2274685 

• Hometown Bulk Foods 
4 1 9 North Main 
(580] 227-2534 

Stay the Night 

• Heritage Inn 

91 1 North Main 
(580) 227-2534 

• Classic Inn 

801 North Main 
(580) 227-3332 
When Culture Calls 

• Major County 
Historical Society 
Museum 

1 .5 miles east of 
Fairview on S.H* 58 
(580) 227-2265 

• The Royal Theatre 
109 North Main 
(580) 227-351 1 







Once I reach the top of Cathedral Mountaiii^iny attention turns 
from my feet to my surroundings. appears. Ihe 

perspective at 1,575 always chang- 

ing in hue and shad^^^^^3^|Hi^tl)g on the seasoil, time of Aayy 
and Oklahomas ejjpi^dronging weather. To the east, it s Oij^ta, 
several ^q|^j#yf^aiors, and the endless prairie; to the w^, the 
int^ocldiig mesas. 

/There are few places in western Oklallt)ma to get a birds-eye 
view ofa bird’s-eye view. In the near distance ! see a solitary, red- 
tailed hawk riding the thermals ber^^een where 1 am standing on 
Cathedral Mountain and a nani^ss^rhesa that years ago 1 dubbed 
Little Roundtop. On the ria^s^rfbther, looking my way. We 
exchange a stare, ancifh^ it jumps with astonishing force before 
spreading its wings, headed west. 1 hear the wind ripping through 
its tail feathers before noticing the silence. The hawks soar. 

1 bathe in the golden rays of the setting sun and sense tflat these 
raptors and 1 have something in common: Like them in flight 
and me behind the wheel of Butterscotch, we know freedom, the 
kind (luR*^iies from a deeply rooted intimacy and knowledge of 
home. Tliiji^ir. Abbey, is the most beautiful place on earth. 








The Oklahoma City-based, 
Grammy-winning Flaming lips 
have become known the world 
over during their twenty-two- 
year music career. Frontman 
Wayne Coyne, center, currently 
is making Christmas on Mars, 
a rock-art-sci-fi movie filmed in 
Oklahoma City and starring fel- 
low Lips Steven Drozd, left, and 
Michael Ivins, right. Photograph 
by J. Michelle Martin-Coyne 




A 

i 




19BHb 


34 


OKLAHOM ATODAY ■ N O V E M B E R / D E C E M B E R 2005 




Service 


Welcome ro the wild, wontierftil world of Oklalioma 
City’s Flaming Lips, where dancing furries, 
intergalactic battles, and state pride find expression in 
the psychedelic wonderland of Oklahoma’s — some 
might say the world’s — greatest rock band. 

By Steffie Corcoran 


The Flaming 
Lips are going to 
go down in the 
rock-and-roll 
history books 
as being a very, 
very important 

band.’ 

—Tom Biery, 

Wamer Bros^ Hecords 


HIS IS AN OKLAHOMA 
mck-and-foU srory. Unlike 
an Oklahoma country music 
story; this one won’t have 
honky-tonks, two-steppin\ 
or songs about loving this or that bar. It 
will have more references to outer space 
than you can count on a Martian's hand, 
a herd c>i animal costumes, a lead singer 
who worked eleven years as a fry cook at 
Long John Silvers, and reallvi really weird 
song tides, 

Ihe songs themselves are likely to he 
about the defining human preoccupations: 
love and loss, life and death, a Japanese 
civil servant adept in the martial arts fight- 
ing soulless pink machines determined to 
destroy humanity. 

if the last example comes as a surprise, 
you’re not a Flaming Lips fan — at least not 
yet. Tlieir music may be as ever-evolving, 
unpredictable, and fanciful as the mem- 


bers of this Oklahoma City-based trio 
themselves, but the Flaming Lips saga is 
pure Oklahoma, grt>unded in work ethic, 
individuality, and that particular brand 
of good-natured affability and genuine 
kindness Oklahomans are known for the 
world over. 

The Flaming Lips consist of leader/ 
frontman Wayne Coyne, forty- four; 
bassi st/so und man Michael Ivins, forty- 
two; and guitarist/drummer/keyboardisc 
Steven Drozd, thirty-six. The graying hair 
(Wayne and Steven), shiny pate (Michael), 
and faint crow^s-feet (all three) hint that 
these are no spring chickens, especially in 
the beautiful people- hi led world of the 
top- tier music industry. But the Flam- 
ing Lips are a far cry from geezer rock, 
longtime critical darlings peaking when 
most rock bands arc gearing up for their 
first reunion tour. 

It’s important to note that the Lips are 


darlings a couple of blips under the radar 
screen of massively popular, heavy-Ml V- 
rotation, multiplatinum-selling artists like 
Mariah Carey and Bcyonce, I he band's 
followers are nevertheless cultlike in their 
devotion and loyalty to the Lips, whose 
every move they anticipate and embrace. 
Nor are those fans limited to the States; they 
stretch to Canada, Europe, and Japan. 

The sometimes fickle, difficult-to-please 
music community has been drooling over 
the Lips since the 1990 release in d Pnest 
Driven Anibuldme^ thdr last album on the 
indie Restless label prior to being signed 
by Warner Bros. Records, Tliat acclaim has 
picked up steam over the years, as the Ups’ 
body of work has grown and broadened 
and lead Lip Wayne Coyne’s concepts have 
come to fruition in critical masterpieces 
like Ihe Soft Bulletin (1999) and Yosbimi 
Battles the Pink Robots (2002), one track 
of which earned the band a Grammy, 
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Since the Yoshimi album, their first gold 
record, the bands been busier, and more 
popular, than ever. 

A steady stream projects has kept the 
Flaming Ups in the public eye and endeared 
them to a new generation of fans- Among 
them are the spring 2005 rockumentary, The 
Feariess Freaks {t>illed as “the wondrously 
improbable story of the Flaming Ups") by 
Lips cinematographer and independent 
filmmaker Bradley Beesley; singles on 
the Sponge Bob SquarePants and Wedding 
Crashers soundtracks; a “Bohemian Rliap- 
sody” cover on Killer Queen, a new Queen 
tribute album; the August release of the 
bands music video collection on DVD; 
raves over their infrequent but notorious 
live shows: and ever-louder buzz on the 
upcoming CD, /fr War Wiih the Mystics^ 
and Coynes years-in-the-making art-rock 
flick, Christmas on Mars. 

Add fans like Chris Martin of Coldplay, 
Jack White of the White Stripes, Beck, and 
Justin Timberliikc and a big-time record 
label chat believes in them and funds their 
projects accordingly, and what results is a 
band with legs and long-term cred where 
it counts — among loyal fans and those on 
the inside of the cutthroat, here-one-day, 
gone-the-next music industry, 

Hianks to You 

IKE MOST SUCCESSFUL ENl £R- 
prises, the Flaming Lips are a team 
effort, aided by a handful of veteran 
insiders. “All the right people loved the Lips, 
and thats been their blessing since day one,” 
says manager Scott Booker. “ Wc re all part 
of this strange team of cither converts or 
slaves, or both." 

Booker, a Midwest City native, has been 
a Lips fan since he and friends wandered 
into a Halloween night show in 1985 after 
a Sting concert at the Lloyd Noble Center 
in Norman. His friends took one look 
around the nearly empty venue, shook 
their heads at the Lips* noisy, virtually 

Widefy considered o musical genius,. 
Steven Drozd composes most of the 
Ups' music and plays drvms^ guitar^ 
and keyboards* 


unrecognizable cover of Stings song, “If 
You Love Somebody Set Them Free ” and 
left, Booker stayed, 

“1 loved it," he says. “From that show 
forward, there wasn't a Lips show within a 
hundred-mile radius 1 haven't seen, prob- 
ably to this date." 

Within a few years, Booker started booking 
the band after manager and Coyne flame 
Michele Vlasimsky moved to California, 
After Vlasimsky quit the band for good in 
1989, Booker took the helm in an imoffida] 
capacity, soon playing a role in securing the 
Lips' $ 1 7 5 ,000 advance from Warner Bros. 
Records after their signing to the label in 
1 99 1. To the band members, who each had 
been scraping by on $5,000 a year or less, 
the advance was a mother lode. It wasn't long 
btjfore Booker became the Flaming Lips’ 
official manager at the urging of Roberta 
Petersen, the Warner Bros. Records A&R 
rep who signed the band. 

“I'm the guy who talks people into giving 
us money," Booker says. “It's all logical. I 
go to them with very specific numbers. 
Jrs a win-win: Wayne has the freedom to 
be as crazy as he can be with the art, and 
i look like a genius convincing people to 
do these crazy things." 

Tliere's more than one Coyne preoc- 
cupied with art, Wayne's wife, photogra- 
pher J. Michelle Martin -Coyne, has been 
riding the Lips wave since she met the 
charismatic singer while working at the 
Lovelight deli in Norman in 19S7, The 
two quickly bonded, sharing ideas about 
art and life and taking long drives along 




‘We’re all 
part of this 
strange team 
of either 
converts or 
slaves, or 
both.’ 

— Scott Booker^ manager 


mil«?s of Oklahoma road. 

Marti n-Coyne, a Bethany native, was in 
art school at the University of Oklahoma, 
and her access to the department's cameras 
and darkroom came in handy for die Lips, 
always in need of photos for alburns and 
flyers. She’s been taking pictures of them 
ever since. 

Michelle Marti n-Coyne is the kind of 
woman who offers guests to the Coyne 
compound — -a big, funky house built in 
1936 that Coyne bought from HUD for 
$20,000 cash in 1992 — a popsicle and 
who, at thirty -seven, looks fantastic in a 
short skirt and platform shoes. 

In 2004, she collaborated with rock pho- 
tographer Jay Blakesberg on a coffee-table 
book. Waking up With a Placebo Headwound: 
Images of the Flaming Ups From the Archives 
of Jay Blakesberg and j. Michelle Martin- 
Coyne — 1987-2004 ^ and since then, she's 
had solo exhibitions in Venice, California, 
and Norman, with one planned for 2006 
in London. 

“Its become a visual diary of my life," 
she says. 

Coyne appreciates his wife for more than 
her photographic contributions. “I think 
Michelle saved me from the unknowns of 
the rock-and-roll lifestyle," he says. “Luckily, 
she was drawn to a freaky artist guy." 

Martin-Coy ne has, in addition to her 
critically acclaimed photography, become 
known as a stabilizing, nurturing force in 
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Music Gromds 



Bassist Michael Ivins, here in 1995, 
creates much of the electronic ambiance 
that defines the Flaming Ups sound* 


the Lips world, always srriving to beautify 
things at the inner-city compound in 
the rough-around-the-edges Classen Ten 
PeiiJt neighborhood, feeding the troops, 
and helping out on video shoots and live 
shows. Sure, shes a rock-and-roll wife, but 
she s still a wife. 

“When I calk to my girlfriends, have 
the same issues as everybody else,'’ she says* 
“The only thing we have that they don't is 
strangers coming over and feeling right at 
home. When you're mad at your husband 
and a car full of teenagers comes by and 
wants CO go on about how he s the greatest 
person that ever lived, it's annoying.” 

Vje Fearless Freaks rockumentary is a 
big part of the reason total strangers hunt 
Coyne down at home: The film shows the 
street signs marking the corner of the Coyne 
compound. The movie, whose title derives 
from the name of the Coyne brothers' child- 
hood football team, premiered last spring 
at the South by Southwest film festival in 
Austin, Texas, and has been wowing the 
critics ever since. In the Neiu York Times^ 
Dana Stevens said, ''Mr, Bees ley., achieves 
a level of intimacy with the band members 
that most rock documentary directors can 
only dream of,” 

Its no wonder: Austin -based Beesley, a 
Moore native, has been filming the band 
since 1992. He hooked up with the Lips 
after Michelle Martin realized he, also an 
OU art school student, had access to the 
department's motion picture film camera. 
Tlie hand needed music videos, too. 

Beesley has contributed to fourteen 
Flaming Lips music videos, some as cam- 
eraman, some as assistant director. “Wayne 
doesn't really like to rock the boat,” Beesley 


says. “He finds somebody he likes to work 
with, whether his wife, his bass player, his 
manager, or in my case freelance filmmaker, 
and just sticks with it.” 

Coyne and Beesley have been collaborat- 
ing on Ghristmas on Mars since Coyne started 
making the futuristic, twisted existential 
art film in his backyard in 2001 . Working 
with the Lips, Beesley says, is something 
of an anomaly. 

“What's always amazed me about my 
professional relationship with the Flaming 
Lips is that our conversations are never about 
money,” says Beesley, w'hose previous film, 
Okie NoodUng^ garnered rave reviews and 
cook home honors Irom the 2001 SXSW 
film festival, “I always get a check in the 
end, and it's always more than I thought. 
But its never been talked about, ever, In 
fifteen years, Ihercs a working model in 
place, and that model is trust,'' 

Perhaps nowhere is that trust more evident 
than bcrwecii the band and Warner Bros. 
Records, with whom they've released six 
albums (seven, counting the upconiing/fr 
War With the Mystics] and another dozen 
or so singles and EPs since 1991. 

Not only that, the label has funded 
several of Coynes more ourlandisli capers, 
including the infamous and oft-discussed 
four-disc set, 1997s Zaireeka, in which 
each disc is to be played simultaneously 
from a different stereo, all within listening 
range of one another. 

Inspired by the Lips' Parking Lot 
experiments of the mid nineties — where 
Coyne conducted the stereos of forty 
cars, the vehicle owners his makeshift 
orchescra ^ — Zaireeka was a truly vanguard 
exploration for modern music and far 
exceeded the record labels expectations, 
selling a stunning 40,000 units. 

Why would a major label that letches 
multimillion.s in sales for records by 
Madonna, Faith Hill, and Green Day 
support an e.soteric, experimental band 
like the Lips? 

Tom Biery, senior vice president and head 
of promotion for Warner Bros. Records, 
who first listened to the Lips as an ^Tndie 
rock kid” in Youngstown, Ohio, has an 
idea. “Magically, tlie Lips have always 


The Flaming Lips of Oklahoma 
City join a long line of Oklahoma 
ntusical talent, starting with Okemah 
native and folk hero Woody Guthrie. 
Add the jazz chops of Oklahoma 
City's Charlie Chnstian to country 
mangels Garth Brooks (Yukon), 

Reha McEntire (Chockie), Vince 
Gill (Oklahoma Cit\9, and 
Toby Keith (Moore), and 
Oklahoma seems like a 
breeding ground more for 
musical talent than prize^ 
winning heifers. Oh, 
did we mentton Carrie 
Underwood The fourth 
American Idol, this new Ameri- 
can sweetheart hails from Checotah. 


either been under the radar or way abo%'e 
its center. They knew at moments in our 
corporate history when to duck, and they 
knew when it was time to do whatever it 
was they were doing,” he says. 

Scott Booker has another explanation 
tor why Warner Bros, Record.^; has been 
so stalwart in their support of the band, 
including tough -to-market projects like 
Ziireeka: “Warner Bros, knew that they 
would look very cool doing it. And in the 
record business, being cool is worth a lot 
of money,” he says matter-of-faccly. 

Michael, Time to Wake Up 

HE AURA OF COOLNESS SUR- 
rounding the Flaming Lips is far 
from a one- Coyne venture. Tie 
Flaming Lips area trio, and Michael Ivins 
and Steven Drozd are huge parts of the 
Lips' ongoing success. 

One day in 1983, iwenry-nvo-year-old 
Wayne Coyne showed up at Michael Ivinss 
house in Oklahoma City and asked if he 
had a bass. Ivins answ'ered in the affirma- 
rive, hut after the first practice, it was clear 
that he wasn't any good. Never one to let 


For complete coverage of Oktahomas 
music history, order a copy Ida- 
ho ma Today i Musk Issue (julylAuptst 
1999). From Patti Page and Roger 
Miller to Jimmy Webh and the Tractors, 
we*ve got the bminess covered. 
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We Recommend 


Spin on 
tne Li p s 

Two must-have Lips CDs 

During twenty-two years in the 
industry, the Flaming Lips have 
released ten albums and more 
than a dozen EPs and singles. For 
a sample, don't miss these two 
discs, the hand's most recent and 
influential. 



The Soft Bulletin 
Weighing in with lush, symphon- 
ic melodies and mature, thoughtful 
lyrics, Coyne & Co. created a genu- 
ine masterpiece in The Soft Buh 
letin, with unforgettable tunes like 
the exuberant “Race for the Prize,** 
affectionate “The Spiderbite Song,** 
and sweedy sad “Feeling Yourself 
Disintegrate.” A must -listen from 
start to finish. 



Yoshimi Batdes the 
Pink Robots 

Named to more than twenty best 
of 2002 lists in the United States 
alone, Yoshimi blew^ the lid off milk- 
and-cookies pop, offering up sonic 
verve and can-do spirit against a 
backdrop of the time-tested conilia 
between human versus machine. A 
combinadon of timeless, romandc 
tunes and whimsical electronica, this 
album introduced the Lips to a new 
generation of adorers. 



minor details interfere with a larger goal, 
Coyne didn’t consider that a problem since 
he was no whiz on the guitar, cither. The 
two not only struck up a friendship but 
a band, and twenty-two years later, both 
arc still going strong. 

Between 1983 and 1991 , Flaming Lips 
musicians came and went, with the excep- 
tion of two constants: Coyne and Ivins. A 
textbook odd couple, Ivins is the steady- 
she-gocs introvert to Coyne’s mercurial, 
expressive extrovert. 

**You pick a friend, and you have adventures 
together,” says Coyne. “Without giving it 
too much serious thought, Michael and 1 
ended up going through things in life that 
have bonded us forever. Michael is proof of 


the obligation to care about each other.” 

“Michael’s incredibly brilliant,” says Jim 
DcRogatis, music critic for the Chicago Sun- 
Times and author of the fonheoming Staring 
at Sound: U)e True Storys of OkLihoma's Fabu- 
lous FLvning Lips (Broadway Books, Spring 
2006). He offers a Biblical metaphor by way 
of explaining Ivins s role: “Christ gets all the 
publicity'; he’s the guy up on the cross. But 
Peter’s the guy who did ail the work putting 
the church together. It’s not the Lips without 
those two.” 

DeRogatis also notes that Ivins graduated 
at the top of his class from Classen High 
School in Oklahoma City in 1981 with the 
kind of brains that could have led to success 
in any field. 
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'"i trv' [o do what needs to he done.” Ivins 
says with characterisdc undersmtement* 

In addition to playing bass. Ivins is ihe 
compuierized sound guru and excels at mix- 
ing the results of his, Coynes, and Drozds 
creative output CVm totally into that stuffy 
yeali " Ivins says). 

“Hes alwa)Ti been more technically minded 
than the other fellows,” sav^ Dave Fridman ii of 
Tarbox Road Studios in New York, coproducer 
of the last six Ups albums and the forthcoin- 
ingyJ^ War With the Mystics . ‘Ton can ask him 
to do something that seems impossible and 
ask him to dt> it perfectly a million times. 
No problem.” 

After living in Oklahoma City for more 
than twenty years. Ivins married and, w'idi 


wife Catherine, eventually moved to Bellevue, 
Kentucky, to be near her fiimil)'; But between 
stints at Tarbox, Oklahoma Cii)^ and live shows, 
he spends half the year away Irani home. 'Tve 
always subscribed to the *No matter where you 
go, there you are' philosophy” he says. 

Waitin’ for a Superman 

Steven Drozd grevv up outside Hulls ton in a 
house filled with mvisic ranging from ctiuntry 
and western and Motown to heavy metal and 
bubblegum pop. At eleven, he began playing 
drums in his fathers polka band. But Drozd 
had the heart of a rocker. 

‘*Even though 1 loved my sisters Bee Gees 
records, my moms Roberta Flack stuft* and 
my dad's Waylon Jennings, the thing 1 wanted 


The Ffdming lips, led by the charismatic 
and extroverted Wayne Coyne^^ are 
known for their Interactive live shows 
and were named one of the '50 Bands 
to See Before You Oie' by O magazine. 

to play was rock and roll,” he says, '1 wanted 
to be a rock-and-roll dude,” 

With his father and step mot her, Drozd 
moved to Lawton in 1 985, later graduating 
from liiwton Eisenhower High School. Eventu- 
ally he made his way to Norman, drumming 
for a band allied Jan is J 8, Shortly after they 
broke up, Coyne asked Drozd if hed like to 
sec up some drums and jam with the Ups, 
who had recently experienced yet another 
personnel change. 
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For Hieir concerts and videos^ the Floming Ups often dress up in whimsical cos*^ 
fumes, like these marching band uniforms from Coynels frim, Chnshnas on Mats^ 


" Ihey were my favorite band^ says Drozd » 
a friendly* life-of- the- party kind of guy, 
who, with wife Becky, is the first to have 
Lips offspring, (The couples baby boy was 
born in September.} How could I mm that 
down? It all happened really fast. There was 
no 'YouVe officially in the band,' That never 
happened,” 

He has a lock on job security these days. 
The Lips sound of 1 991 , when Drozd came 
on board, and forward has been ejiriched 
and enlivened by his instrumental virtuosity, 
which, Coyne and Ivins quickly discovered, 
wasnt limited to percussion but included 
keyboards and guitar as well. Tlicse days, 
Drozd doesn't poimd the skins at live Lips 
gigs (thats become former roadie Kliph 
Scurlocks job) but hop.s from keyboard to 
several guitars and back again, sporting a 
pink elephant costume. 

The w'ords mtmcnl genius have been directed 
at Drozd at an accelerated pace since the 
orchestral extravagances of Ihe Sofi Bulletin 
and the more playful electronic symphonies 
of Yoshimi Buttles the Pink Robots. 

‘"^Steven is a great interpreter of Waynes 
ideas and has majiy of his own ” says Dave 


Fridmaiin. “He has the ability to come up 
with sounds and chord strucrunes put together 
in ways 1 liaveiVt heard before.” 

Drozd s main contribution is to the bands 
musical compositions rather than lyrics, which 
Coyne handles. But ifs the interaction of all 
the moving parts — music, lyrics, engineering, 
production — that makes it all happen w'irh 
such synchronistic success, 

Drozd says, *1 can bring in a song like *Racc 
for the Prize,' and its a pretty instru mental 
thing, 1Len Wayne puts the lyrics to it, 
and we record it with Dave Fridman n and 
Michael at the studio proper, Tlien its got 
artwork, all this imagery, and a video attached 
to it. It becomes something chat — it sounds 
hokey — can really affect peoples lives. And I 
get to feel like, hey, man, this is something; 
this is mine. I get co be the musician guy 
in the band,” 

Coyne, for one, wasn't looking for the kind 
of magic Drozd brought to the Lips table. “Tm 
easily satisfied, ' he says, “He could’ve been 
a third as good, and I would Ve thought he 
was the greatest thing ever. But given that I 
have someone like Steven, I go for the moon. 
Nothing can stop me,” 


Brainville 

ETTING A HANDLE ON THE 
particular, and peculiar, combina- 
tion of creativity, positive ene^g)^ 
leadership, generosity, and work ethic that 
makes up Wayne Michael Coyne is no mean 
task. Most claim to never have met anyone 
like the always- working, always-thinking, 
always- creating son of Oklahoma, for whom 
the stares motto. Labor Conquers AllTTiings, 
seems especially fitting, 

Wliatever it is, Coyne's older sister Lynda 
Cole says it started early, 

'"Wayne could draw from the time he 
could pick up a crayon,” says Cole, a long- 
time Oklahoma City" resident who moved 
to Iowa after her 1 999 marriage. “There was 
a ton of paper around and pencils, crayons, 
paints. My dad would always say, "Does this 
stuff need to be all over the house?' and our 
mom would say^ "Its for their creativeness/ 
She didn't want to tame it down; she wanted 
it to come out as big as it could.” 

It fiovved from son Wayne, fifth of six 
Coyne children. By age ten. Cole says, her 
dad was commissioning portraits of his 
dfenrs' children, drawn by Wayne in pastels 
for ten dollars each. 

Whether Dolly Coyne cheering on 
Wayne's creativity, Tom Coyne taking 
advantage of an entreprencuriiil opportu- 
nity, or either preaching the importance of 

‘Wayne is 
one of the 
most brilliant 
and most 
imaginative 
artists in the 
history of 
rock, period.’ 

-Jim DeRogatis, Chicago Sun-Times 
music critic 
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WAYNE’S WORLD 

The showman weighs in 


family, the Coyne parents — each of whom 
died of cancer, Tom in 1997, Dolly in July 
2004 — were cerrificaJly influential. Wayne 
himself has acknowledged that he has equal 
measures of “the old mans” work ethic 
and his mothers unbridled optimism and 
eagerness to embrace the present moment. 
Coyne says, “My mom would always say, 
even last year when she was dying, 'Isn’t 
now the best time?’” 

As a teenager, Coyne decided to grasp 
the possibilities of rock and roll, “When 
he first got his guitar, he said, ’I’m gonna 
he a rock-and-roll star” Cole says. By age 
fifteen, Coyne, thanks to four older siblings 
into bands like Led Zeppelin and the Who, 
was a seasoned rocker. 

His interest in art soon wrapped around 
the idea of making music, which gave his 
talents in drawing, philosophy, and writing 
full range of expression. 

“To me, its all the same thing,” he says. 
Talkative as be is, Coyne generally doesn’t 
ha%'e a lot to say about himself (although he 
has a great deal to say about everything else), 
but Michelle Martin-Coyne, whos shared 
her personal and artistic life with Coyne for 
sixteen years, can break him down In three 
succinct statements: “Wayne could sell sand 
to the Sahara. Hes really good at getting 
people w'OLind up. He’s hands down the 
most curious person I’ve ever known and 
a bit of a workaholic.” 

Those qualities, Scott Booker attests, make 
Coyne a formidable idea man. 

"'Tlierc’s a certain cojilidcnce thac Wayne 
definitely Ls a master of. Its not a vain rhing. 
Waynes the most humble guy I know, but 
hes also the most confident guy 1 know. 
When he comes up w'ith an idea, he stands 
behind it,” he says. 

Music critic Jim DeRogatis says Coynes 
particular brand of self-con fidcnce is 
unusual. 

“To be sure, he has an ego,” says DeRoga- 
tis, “but its a very' benevolent ego. His ego 
is always subsumed by this do-it-yourself, 
inspirational attitude which I diink is the 
very best thing in rock and roll.” 

One component of Coynes magnetism 
may well be his generosity, which he showers 
over the Lips circle and fans alike. 


Wayne Coyne, leader of Okiahoma City's all/psychedelic/rock band 
the Flaming LipSt is something of a philosopher Herein^ Wayne's 
opinions on every thin gfro?n posers to self-doubt. 


I 





Fatlure 

“Failing is the only way 
you really Jearn anvi:hing. It 
makes you go into yourself 
and say, 'Why didn’t this 
worki^’ Most people w'ill 
look at the failures in their 
lives and say it’s eveiybody 
else s fault. When you do 
art and it fails, you can’t 
blame anybody.” 


Old Lips tunes 
“You would think that 
there would be some son 
of reptilian memory of your 
own life and experiences 
that would be emblazoned 
in your head, but 1 honestly 
sometimes hear these songs 
and think. That’s cool. 
Who is that?’” 


Comprotnise 
“Compromise is where 
imagination and energy is I 
used the best. It s easy to | 
say, 'It’s iny way. I don’t sec | 
anybody else s vision as be- i 
ing as good as mine/ That s j 
just bogus.” 


His trademark 
white suits 

“Any man who wears 
them looks like he’s in 
charge. That’s w^hat a suit 


His surname 

Tve always said I'd 
love to be known as 
Wayne from Oklahoma. 
You could put ‘Wayne in 
Oklahoma’ on a stamp like 
Santa Claus and the North 
Pole.” 


The perils of inertia 
“I believe you only really 
learn from experience. 

And if you want to have 
energy, you can’t just sit 
around all day. You’ve 
gotta do stuff. If you’re 
tired and you’re just not 
interested in things, you’re 
going to become some old 
guy who thinks he knows 
everything bui actually 
knows nothing.” 


Posers ^ 

> 

“We were lucky that 9 
we never tried to pretend. | 
Before we could figure ^ 
out how to pretend, we g 
realized it s better just not ^ 
to pretend.” 


Early success 
“It’s horrible, because 
especially to young people, 
you want more and more 
of it. Luckily, no one really 
paid any attention to us.” 


does. It makes you look 
more dignified, more trust- 
worthy, And sometimes a 
really e.xpensive suit pulls 
you together, even if you’re 
tired.” 

Albums 

“Making songs and doing 
production on an idbum 
bn'i the same as having an 
album. By the time a record 
has been out a year, it really 
becomes something. It feels 
like something, it looks like 
something, it has a time and 
a plac'e, and the music has 
done something.” 

Aging 

“You’re really older a lot 
longer than you’re younger. 
Most of your life, if you’re 
lucky, you’re old.” 

Vulnerability' 

“When you have self- 
doubt and you have to 
work in the void of not 
knowing if what you’re do- 
ing is going to work, it’s so 
great when people are root- 
ing for you, because there 
are times when you don’t 
think you can do k.” 

Home 

“1 want to live near my 
brothers, and I wanted to 
live near my mom and dad 
when diey were here. I want 
to be here u''ith my dogs and 
my family and my friends. 
Once I got a bunch of mon- 
ey, why would I leave?” 
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Lips 

on the J- 

Internet: 

The Flaming Lips website 
wins on its own. 


Flaming Lips' CDs and docu- 
mentaries aren*t ihe only things 
gamering critical acclaim. In 
2003, their website, tiaminglips. 
com, was named one of the top 
fifty websites by Time magazine’s 
website, timexom. 

Alongside such essentials as 
Google, eBay, Weatlier.com, and 
the Internet Movie Database 
(IMDb.fOjn). rhe FI tuning Lips 

site— noted for its '‘music, art, and 
interactivity" — was the only musi- 
cal group site to make the list. 

"Loaded with miiltimedia 
treats and superbly designed, this 
site will make you a fan il you 
aren’t one already," wrote the 
magazines website reviewer. "Just 
be sure to have the background 
in *play’ mode." 


Road drunimcM' Kliph Scurlock made a 
recent road trip from hh home in Lawrence, 
Kansas, lo Oklahoma City for hand practice 
when his fuel pump blew out seventy-five 
miles from the Coyne compound. Coyne 
hitched a small trailer to his Ford truck, 
picked up Scurlock, towed his car to Okla- 
homa City, then paid for rhe $800 repair, 
"He's one of the greatest friends anyone 
could ever have," Scurlock says. “His sense 
of loyalty is unmatched." 

Coyne also keeps a dose eye on fans’ 
well-being. In an era when most cult-oL 
personal it)" music scars do little more than 
get on stage and play, Coyne is known tor 
showing fitns his appreciation, always taking 
time to talk or sign auiographs. And during 
the live shows, Coyne interacts with the 
audience fmm start to finish, asking how 

they redoing, telling backscories to songs, 
filling them in on what he and Michelle 
have been doing wJiile in town* 

Scurlock, a Lips fan long before joining 
the band as a roadie in 1 999 and as touring 
drummer in 2002, says, “I always loved 
that the Lips acknowledged their audience. 
It wasn t just this band onstage staring at 
their .shoes and mumhling ‘thanks.’ Iliey 
seemed to wain it to be the greatest night 
of your life,” 

Part of what makes the shows so 
memorable are Coynes ubiquitous 
white suits and devices like hand 
puppets, fake blood, smoke and 
bobble machines, monster fists, a 
megaphone, and his one-of-a-kind 
space bubble entrance (see sidebar 
on page 45). 

"That damn space bubble,” says 
Drozd. “At first I was like, here wc 
go, another gimmick. But that’s the 
thing that’s going to get your pi cm re 
on the front page of the San Diego 
paper over rhe White Stripes, Snoop 
Dogg, and the Pixies.” 

Coyne’s remarkable charisma 
and showmanship have earned him 
comparisons to legendary figures 
in pop culture, from the Wizard of 
Oz and Don Quixote to Edison, 
Einstein, and Napoleon, even 
closer- ro-home hero, Will Rogers. 
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‘The Flaming 
Lips are 
perfectly 
Oklahoma.’ 

—Jim DeRogatis 

Drozd says, “Wayne is like Salvador Dali 
meets Bob Dylan meets IV E Barnum." 

Coynes wife says she definitely secs a 
mad scientist in her husband — and the 
Lin predictability^ of living with one. liken- 
ing him to Richard Drey fuss’s character in 
Chse Eneo tuners of the Third Kind, “1 have 
no idea wliat Em going to w^alk home to. I 
wouldn’t bat an eye if I drove home and he 
wiis pulling up ail the shrubs and putting 
them in the living room,” she says. 

As for Coyne, he seems most comfort- 
able discussing ideas, art, and philosophy, 
repeatedly mentioning how much of the 
Flaming Lips story can be actribuied to 
dumb luck. With typical modesty, lie says, 
"When I get to put my life in the vehicle 
of this beautiful music, people can’t help 
but see me as responsible for it, but it’s nor 
true. 1 hat’s just the power that music has. 
I’ve had a great life. I live in a great house 
with beautiful dogs and a beautiful wife. 

I have family and friends who could last 
me the rest of my life. If no one ever liked 
another single thing we did. I’m fine.” 
Chances are. Lips fans will continue to be 
drawn to Coyne’s music and art, whatever 
that next wild idea may he* 

"*l he word genius is thrown around 
kind of lightly in pop culture these days,” 
says DeRogatis. “But I would say in my 
career of twenty-five years of interviewing 
musicians, IVe met a handful of people I 
would consider geniuses, Wayne is one of 
them. He is one of the most brilliant and 
most imaginative artists in the history of 
rock, period.” 

Wayne Coyne has become as much a 
film director as a songwriter/ directing 
Chn&fmas on Mars and all but three of 
the Lips' videoS/ including 'Fight Test,' 
right/ which was filmed in Pauls Valley, 
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Superhumans 

A S ANY FOOL CAN TELL YOU J’HE 
whole is inevicabiy greacer [han rhe 
sum of its parts» and the Fiaining 
Lips are no exception. To music fans, in the 
annals of music history, what does this cra:^y, 
beautiful rock band with all their costumes, 
smoke, and spacey songs mean? 

Spike Jonze, who has directed innova- 
tive films like Being John Maikoinch and 
Adaptation and award-winning, visually 
interesting music videos, is a veteran of a 
half-dozen live Lips performances. 

“I saw a show where they played T>o You 
Realize??/ All these people in animal suits came 
down and hugged people in the crowd," says 
Jonze. “In that moment, it was a beaudlul 
feeling. It transcended a rock show/^ 

Accor Elijah Wood (Frodo from 7he Lord 
of the Rings trilogy) has loved the Ups since 
7J?e Soji Bulletin was released in 1999. “k s 
beautiful, grand, and epic, with some ol my 


What's Ahead 

for the Flaming Lips: 
Movie, Album, Biography 

In addition to Jim DeRogariss forth- 
coming biography on the Flaming Lips, 
Staring at Sound: Tf^e True Story of 
Oklahoma's Fabulous Flaming Lips 
(Broadway Books, Spring 2006), Wayne 
Coynes film Chrisitnas on Mars will 
be in postproduction with a possible 
premiere in the latter half of 2006. 
The Lips much -anticipated At War 
With the Mystics is slated for release 
in the spring. Check flam ingUps.com 
for concert dates and updates. 


favorite drum sounds next to the sonics," 
he say.s. ''I love the Flaming Lips^ sense of 
musical exploration. 1 caiu wait to hear 
what they come up with next." 

One of rhe irons the Lips are forging is 
a possible collaboration with Toity-win- 

ning producer Des McAnufl' (think the 
stage version of the Who's Tommy) to 
bring Yoshimi Battles the Pink Robots to 


Broadway. Although the agreement isn’t 
yet official, Scott Booker says, “ks much 
further along than anyone ever thought, I 
have no doubt its going to happen." 

By all accounts, Wayne Coyne and his 
bandmaces arc poised to be unstoppable. 

Says Tom Bier>^ of Warner B ros, Records, 
“We sell more records now than we Ve ever 
sold. There s nothing hut positive energy." 

And Jim DeRogads: *Tt’s rare to find 
a band whose tenth album is not only as 
artistically great or better than anything 
that came before but is more commer- 
cially successful. Nobody stays around 

Inlernational status as a pop culture 
hero notwithstanding/ Wayne Coyne 
continues to live in his old downtown 
Oklahoma Cily neighborhood, where 

he and wife Michelle might be found 
entertaining local kids or working in 
the yard. 


J. e^CH£LL£ MAflTIW-COYNE 



for twenty' two years and gets better and 
better and more and more successful, it 
just doesne happen.” 

Unless you le the Flaming Lips, that is. B\ery 
takes a broad view of the Lips legacy. 

‘'I think they're one of the greatest bands 
currently making music and one of the 
great success stories of rock and rolk” he 
says, 'HLese guys arc going to go down in 
the rock-and-roll history books as being 
a ver}\ very important band.” 

Thar it happened in Oklahoma is far 
from a coincidence. Its nearly impossible 
to imagine the Flaming Lips and Okla- 
homa apart from one another^ a fact that 
hasn t escaped the notice of the national 
media. In a January 14, 2004, New York 
Times article* David Bernstein wrote, 
‘'[Coyne] and his band mates come across 
as Dust Bow'l Every men with Bible Belt 
work ethics.” 

There are a few no-brainers involved in 
the Flaming Ups-Oklahoma connection, 

‘Everybody 
gets to enjoy 
our success, 
like, “Ah, he’s 
our guy.’” 

—Wayne Coyne 

First, its home for most key Lips players. 
Second* living in Oklahoma has always been 
ajfordable* and earnings go further than in 
most other cities. Its central location has 
made Oklahoma a great place from which 
to base tour travel, especially during the 
lean dri ve-e verywherc-i n-a-scroungy-van 
years. And there s always something just a 
little hie under the radar about Oklahoma* 
even lor rock stars. 

Jim DeRogacis says, “When you get to 
know Oklahoma, you realize there is this 
tradition of Will Rogers and labor conquers 
all and the down-home storyteller who is, 
in fact, a closeted intellectual genius. Tlie 


THE SPACE BUBBLE 

Enter Wayne Coyne Stage Center 



O n the stage, a large 
projection screen 
flashes images to 
the densely packed, mostly 
young, audience. Some are 
familiar^ — Dorothy and crew 
skipping along the Yellow' 
Brick Road — others gro- 
tesque — a bigge r- 1 han - 1 i le 
eyeball, several layers of skin 
peeled back like an onion. 

The crowd is jittery with 
anticipation, juiced by the 
get ■ read y- for-somet li i n g ^ bi g 
musical preamble. 

A couple of the musi- 
cians on stage, dressed in 
elephant and zebra suits, 
are joined by a menagerie 
of twenty people jumping 


around in their own furr>^ 
costumes, Tlicy wave, hop, 
and dance in place. In the 
crowed, camera phones flare 
in every direction. 

Meanwhile, off stage 
right, a handsome man in 
a white tailored suit stands 
inside a huge plastic balloon 
that slowly inflates. Screams 
had greeted him when he 
made his way to the mic 
a lew minutes earlier to 
tell the assemblage he was 
planning to step inside the 
bubble and surf the crowd 
to the stage, cautioning 
them against dropping him 
on the concrete parking lot. 

i ie also had a request: for 
the audience to take part in 
a benign UF'O conspiracy 
rdl evciybody you know, he 
said, that he had descended 
from the furthest reaches of 
outer space in this bubble. 

Within moments, the baJ- 
IcKin has filled, the backing 
music has reached a cre- 


scendo* and words start to 
appear on the screen, w'ords 
like gioriom. speeiacular. 
wonderfuE and fantastical ^ 
a dramatic pause between 
each. The crowd seems 
poised to lose control and 
become a unified, superjubL 
lant mass of sheer joy. 

“ life will 
CHANGED the screen 
reads. At this enticing 
possibiHty, a cacophony 
of screams and shouts 
burst from the crowd, and 
all other sound blends 
into its crushing volume. 
“T/je Flaming Lips make 
the world a hei ter placet^ 
flashes on the projection 
screen. 

All hell breaks loose as 
frojitjnaii Wayne Coyne 
is delivered, bubbled, to 
the stage and hops out, 
pumping his fist. The 
Flaming Lips live show, the 
concert to end aU concerts, 
has officially begun. 


Flaming Lips arc perfectly Oklahoma.” 

Wayne Coyne has seen plenty of hands 
who end up hated in their hometowns. 
“What they missouton is ^ where you came 
front meaning something*” he says. Hes 
determined the Lips wonT be one of those 
bands, so he jog.s down Nineteenth Street, 
saying hello to everyone he passes, and hits 
Ace Hardware, Fox Building Supply> the 
Home Depot* and Lowes for Christmas 
on Mars props. Lips fans often spot the 
Coynes and Drozds around Oklahoma City, 
at Deep Fork Grill* Sushi Neko, Juniors* 
Banca^ Ribs, and Pepperoiii Grill in Penn 
Square Mall, 

Far better to be a hometown hero, Coyne 
says, than a too-big-for-your-britchesgoat, 
“Everybody gets to enjoy our success. Its 
not just happening to us. Ever>^body gets to 
celebrate it, like, ‘Ah, hes our guy,'” he says, 
raising his fisc, a favorite Wayne gesture. 


All We Have Is Now 

AFUNW WORD, ASIDE 
Irom its obvious definition of winnittg^ 
it suggests incongruous childhood 
images — dressing up in costumes, fighting 
with plastic swords, stopping evervthing to 
do what must be done this very second. 

The Flaming Lips, with their animal cos- 
tumes, space bubbles, and balloons, make 
the best kind of triumphant connection to 
childhood feci both immediate and lasting, 
all at the same time, A kind ol ridiculous 
happiness* reminiscent of the simple joy of 
childhood, seems to infect everyone who 
encounters the band and their music. Who 
could argue against ridiculous happinessf 
Two lines from the Yoshimi album sum 
up the Flaming Lips, and Wayne Coynes, 
gestalt nicely: '‘All we have is now. All we ll 
ever have is now.” 

Lsri t now the best time? 
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family Snapshots Make Merry Memories 


Red-D i rt Holid ays 

What would we do without our phoio albums stufFed on book- 
shelves, depicting our favorite people at our favorite time ot 
year? Tis the season tor lamily photos, artifacts that represent 
our special memories. Here, we*ve asked a few noteworthy 
Oklahomans lor their most unforgettable holiday snapshots. 


Research by Brooke Adcox 



"This was the last Christmas 
with both of my children at 
homen " says longtime Okla- 
homa Lieuteitant Governor 
Mary Falltn of this Christmas 
2004 photo. Price is in high 
school and Christina is a stu- 
dent at OU. 


"This snapshot reminds 
me of the happi- 
est years, when our 
chUdren Philip and 
Sarah were young," says 
mystery novelist Caro- 
lyn Hart of Oklahoma 
City about this 1977 
photo. "We always spent 
Christmas in Ada at the 
home of my husband's 
parents." 


"The year 1985 was 
the Christmas when 
our first grandchild, 
Michael was able to 
help Grandpa Mike 
pass out presents 
and exchange gifts 
himself," says Mike 
McCarville, KTOK 
radio personality. 


"This Christmas photo- 
graph of me was taken 
when I was about a year 
old, at my grandmother 
Cavanaugh's house in Nor- 
man," says Oklahoma City 
KFOR news anchor Linda 
Cavanaugh of this 1951 
photo. "That turkey bone 
means I was either hungry 
or teething " 


"This picture was taken in 1963 — 
so I'm three — in Midwest City 
We've just acquired our first ever 
Christmas creche, which, as you 
can see, I rather liked," says Tulsan 
William Bernhardt, best-selling 
author of the Ben Kincaid legal 
thriller series. 
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Yours, Truly 


PICTURE YOURSELF ON 
OUR WEBSITE 


Do you have a special Christ- 
mas photo? Email it to tis at 
editorial@oklahomatodayxom 
before December 1, 2005, and 
we'll indude the picture on 
our website* 
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"After thirty-one years of mamage and 
three children, you always remember your 
first formal dance " says Oklahoma City 
mayor Mick Comett, here with his wife 
Lisa at their high school dance in 1974. 
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"Even though I had to be away at a 
very young age* I was realizing how 
deeply happy I was to be living back 
in Oklahoma/ says Yvoime Chou- 
teau of this late - 1970s photo taken 
in her Oklahoma City home. Chou- 
teau was one of five internationally 
adored Native American ballerinas 
from Oklahoma. "My heart was 
always in Oklahoma/ she says. 


Lost Shots 

PRINT YOUR DIGITAL PICS 

Sure, wc all love our digiid cani- 
eras, but did you know tliat only 
13 percent of distal pictures e\ er 
gets printed? This Christmas, 
remember to snap your spedal 
moments, save them on digital 
media, and then send them to 
a photo finisher for prints that 
will last generations. 
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"We were at the height of our 
gypsy- biker-circus freak- 
punk look. Dreadlocks and 
dyed black clothes were 
strange back then. Heck, 
nowadays, you go to the 
mall to buy clothes that 
look this way,'" says Wayne 
Coyne of the Flaming Lips 
(see profile on page 34) of 
this 1991 picture taken with 
then -girlf rien d -now- wife 
Michelle at Quail Springs 
Mali in Oklahoma City "The 
picture perfectly embodies 
the spirit of our relationship: 
spontaneous and silly" lf||l 


"Christmas is my favorite 
time of year I love the cold 
weather being with my family, 
giving gifts, and eating good 
food," says Tulsa native Josh 
Henderson, star of the new 
FX series Over There, pictured 
here on Santa's lap in 1986. 


"Before getting engaged. I 
had to fend for myself in the 
kitchen, and a George Fore- 
man grill was a great way to 
keep my girlish figure," says 
former OU basketball star 
Remi Stone of this 2001 
photo. "This picture makes 
me realize how blessed I am 
to have a fiancee who loves 
to cook " 


"I was about seven years old, and this 
was my first parade in Broken Arrow," 
says Tony award-winning actress 
Kristin Chenoweth, who starred in 
Bewitched and Broadway's Wicked, 
of this photo from the mid- 1970s. "I 
loved dressing up and marching down 
the street. In fact, I was much better at 
marching than baton twirling." 


"This was the first date I 
ever had," says Michael 
Anderson, president of 
the Presbyterian Health 
Foundation in Oklahoma 
City of this 1951 photo. 
"She wanted to be a nun, 

I, eventually, a Presbyte- 
rian minister. It seemed 
incompatible. My dad 
always said, Tncompati- 
biiity is perfect for a mar- 
riage, if he has the income 
and she has the patible/ 
Neither applied to us." 
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Century City 
Glenpool at 



ONE HUNDRED YEARS AC;0, THE IDA E. GLENN NO. 1 OIL WELL SPROUTED FORTH TO MAKE 
MILLIONAIRES OUT OF EVERYDAY OKLAHOMANS ATJUST A DOLLAR A BARREL, NOW, GLEN- 
POOL, NAMESAKE TOWN OF THE LEGENDARY OIL FIELD, LIVES ON AS A BEDROOM COM- 
MUNITY TO TULSA AND A SMALL TOWN ENDEAVORING TO RECLAIM ITS ILLUSTRIOUS PAST, 


By Sheilah Blight 
Photography by John Jemigan 

O NAQUIET DAY, WHEN 
ihe wind is soft and the 
sounds of this century 

are but a wliisper, you 
can hciir the taint thump, 
thump, chump ofa pump jack echouig through 
the Twin Mounds Pioneer Cemeter)' just 
southwest of Glen pool 

As he stands before the resting place 
of his gtandfathen eighty-one-year-old 
Robert Horner closes his eyes to remem- 
ber his father and grandiather He recalls 
the fortunes won when black gold surged 
forth on November 22, 1905, Tlie Glenn 
Pool oil field did more than create a town. 
It helped build a state and crowned Tulsa 
the “Oil Capital of the World,^ 

“There was a day when you could see an oil 
well every three hundred feet, and many major 
oil companies had headquarters here, A tent 
city spread to Kiefer, and banks, hotels, and 
gambling joints opened practically overnight ” 
says Horner, whose grandfather and father 
continued farming while cashing in oji oil 
field- related jobs like hauling cod 
fire the boilers used in drilling. 

dhe edenn Pool WiisnV the largest 
field in Oklahoma history — that 
was Bartlesville- Dewey — but it 
launched Tulsas unprecedented oil 
boom. By statehood, OkJaiioma 
produced more oil than any other 
state or countr)^ in the world, much 
of it from the Glenn Pool Within 
days of die discovery by Robert 
Galbreath and Frank Chclsey, the 


Ida E. Glenn No. I oil well was free-flowing 
eighty-five barrels a day. 

Originally three miles wide and four miles 
long, the field claimed more than 325 mil- 
lion barrels over a seventy-five-year period. 
Although the original discovery gave the area 
a township, many of the wells were located 
westward toward Kiefer, which became another 
boomtown wich both the good and bad that 
came with it. 

Horners mother. Do vie Barber, anended 
Twin Motuids School with "ITiomas Gil crease, 
who would make his millions in the same 
fields he roamed as a child. In a timeworn 
photograph, Dovie is surrounded by children 
who, as adults, would see drilling rigs, pipelines, 
tank farms, and tent camps sprout on their 
home places, many of diem Indian allotments 
which once raised oats, corn, barley, wheat, 
and families. 

Ihc one- room schoolhouse in Horners 
photograph is a sharp contrast to the school 
he would later attend, an elaborate structure 
built when Glenpool boasted the richest school 
district in die new state. Like virtually all of the 
boomtown rdics, the two-story schoolhouse 
with the marble steps and an impressive 
auditorium is a mere memory since 
burning down in 1952. 

Frank Galbiraths Gknn Pool . . 

Ihe town of Glenpool cele- 
brates its golden anniversoiy 
this year, marking T 00 years 
since the first major discov- 
ery of oil in Oklahoma* The 
Glenn Pool field produced 
19,926,995 barrels of oil in 
the early twentieth century. 
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Gushing Over Glenn Pool 

CELEBRATIONS ON TAP 

GlenpooL the town named for the historic oil held, has 
sweral centennial projeas scheduled, including a community 
ev'ent at 1 1 a,m* Saturday. No^'ember 12, at Black Gold Park. 
Plans for an interactive monument, to be located at the park, 
will be unveiled at the e\^ent. The night before, the Black Gold 
Ball will Itc held at the Renaissance Tulsa Hotel & Convention 
Center. For tickets, call (918) 560-0298. 


‘There was a day 
when you could see 
an oil well every three 
hundred feet.’ 






Letters to Home 


And a Little Oil Town ofYesterymr^ privately 
printed in 1978, captured the memories of 
Robert Galbreath— his father — with the sweat, 
heartache, and determination that evenajally 
bore through 1,458 feet to release a fortune: 
*'We umstitndmg there excitedly talking when 
we looked down at the hole- — and there — ^een 
and gold and greasy in the glint of the early 
morning light — there — (Quietly chuckling and 
mrging and slopping onto the rig floor — and as 
we watched in wonderment, it mounted from a 
quiet gaseous stream into an increasingly forcefld 
column of golden riches that rapidly mounted 
higher and higher and higher. Then all hell broke 
loose, and the Ida E. Glenn flowed mightily over 
the derrick top, over the aown blocks high into the 
air above — and with a mighty roar came 

into its otvn — Ute Ida E. Glenn ivas in. " 
Today, there are few, if any, historic 
buildings marking Glcnpoors; boom days* 

U*S. Highway 75 curs a swath through the 
former oil fields now populated by emerging 
housing developments and small businesses. 
Newer school buildings sprawl across land 

Even though the Glenn Pool fields 
oil production peaked in 1907^ local 
companies like Explorer Pipeline still 
operate there,. Some believe the Glenn 
Pool field hos more than half its origi* 
nol amount remaining and that new 
technology could bring it to the surface* 


‘I wouldn’t be 
surprised if the 
Glenn Pool field 
gets drilled 
again someday.’ 

that once housed tanks and rigs. The First 
Baptist Church anchors the corner of Main 
and Broadway, where hotels and lodging rooms 
once entertained men and women yearning 
for oil-rich hi cures* 

While some 8,300 people live in Glen pool, 
chamber of commerce direaor Carol Campbell 
says many of them are relative newcomers 
caught in the ebb and flow of Tubas urban 
sprawl making Its way south* 

‘‘Many people who live here today do not 
know the towns histoiy^” says Campbell . 

Unlike some Oklahoma towns, there 
is no “downtown” to remind visitors and 
newcomers of the bustling town that was the 
epicenter of the nations oil production just 
one hundred yeai^ ago. Now;, the business 
disirict along 14 1st Street is considered the 
heart of the community* 

There are plans for a new fire station, and a 
fifteen-acre *site within the city limits will soon 
house the Glcnpool/Jenks Community Center. 
A sign near the intersection of U.S, Highway 
75 and 1 4 1st Street proclaims Glenpool “the 


A GLENN POOL 
POST CARD 
COLLECTION 

David Sheffel, an a\dd post card col- 
lector, has spent years scanning listings 
on eBay and scavenging trade shows-all 
in search of snapshots of history and a 
few forgotten words. Among his most 
precious collectibles are post cards from 
the Glenn Pool heyday. “1 never used 
to read the writing on the back, but the 
words do tell you a lot,” says Sheffel. 
“People came to Glenpool from all over 
the United States. They sent post cards 
back home with messages like ‘We made 
it here safe*’” 


COLLECTING 

POSTCARDS 

While veteran post card collectors 
will send you to websites like eBay, 
it*s easy to start a collection the old^ 
fashioned way: Ask family and friends 
to begin mailing cards to you* Don't 
forget about Oklahoma’s hundreds 
of antique stores; they almost always 
have a post card section* Start with 
historic ones- — the earliest tend to be 
from the 1890s— and round out your 
collection with edgy, art- or consumer- 
driven cards, often found in restau- 
rants and galleries* 
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Robert Homer is one of the few Glen pool residents who remembers the Glenn 
Pool's glory days: His father and grandfather, both farmers, worked the field* 
Horner has become an important oral historian in the oreo* 


town that made Tulsa famous* and is one of 
the few nods to its history. 

Pump jacks, though, still stand sentry 
across the grasslands* Locals claim some of 
them have been working now a hundred 
years, but ifs difficult to identify them. Eddie 
Rongey, president of Dexxon, is one of several 
producers operating in the Glenn Pool field 
today. Many of his w^ells have been produc- 
ing since die early 1900s. He believes about a 
thousand barrels a day are still pumpetl from 
the field, though the original discovery well 
was plugged years ago. 

The major oil companies w'ere here in the 
early days, and their scientists and geologists 
predicted it would run out by the 1 980s,** 
Rongey says. ''Most of them pulled out, but 
the small producers are still here. If techno- 
logical advancements continue, I wouldn’t 
be surprised if the field gets drilled again 
someday. Some folks believe over half of the 
oil that w'as there when it was first made is 
still dow'ii there ” 


According to the Oklahoma Corporation 
Commission, twent)'^-twa active oil leases sit 
within the fence line of GlenpcH>l. Explorer 
Pipeline, which operates a 1,400-mile system 
from the gulf coast to the Midwest, is one of the 
few oil-related businesses remaining there, 
“Although I knew the story of the Glenn 
Pool, 1 wasn’t fully aware of its impact and 
didn’t realize that much of its history had 
been forgotten," says Tim Felt, president of 
Explorer and a member of the Glenn Pool 
Centennial Commission. 

For Robert Horner and other pioneers 
who grew up on the cusp of those glory 
days, a local cemetery is one of the few 
places in town where tangible history can 
truly be found. Signs posted around the 
Twin Mounds Pioneer Cemetery document 
lives interrupted by tragedy and those filled 
with accomplishments. 

The fi^ered call of oil even encroached upon 
this hallowed ground in 1 905 as oil leases fanned 
across the land. “Uncle Dump** Berryhill, who 


donated the propert); was forced to guard the 
cemetery with a rifle across his knees to keep 
oil-thirsty prospectors at bay 

Although an estimated 3300 people are bur- 
ied here, only five hundred gra%^es are marked, 
the sands of time having shifted the stones, 
thieves reportedly having taken many. 

For Robert Horner, the cemetery is a 
tangible link to a distant past. As he looks 
past tombstones toward a pump jack in the 
distance, he says, “I just come over here 
sometimes to think.” 


In Print and On Air 

GLENN POOL PRODUCES 

Two recent projects document the rich 
history of the Glenn Pool field. Nearly 
Forgotten: The Amazing Story of the Glenn 
Pool features unpublished photographs 
and post cards from Da\4d Sheffel’s 
private coUeaion, and a documentary by 
Jack Frank, The Glenn PooL vdJJ air on 
OETA on November 14 and 19. Check 
the offidai website, glennpoolcemennial. 
com, for more details. 
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Oklahoma 

Saturdays at 6:30 p.m. 


\ 

More horse power. 

j 



Hosted by Jenifer Reynolds 

with Ron Slah! & Becky Blankenship 

Tulsa’s KOTV-6 • Oklahoma City’s KWTV-9 • Lawton’s KSWO-7 

Check local listings for show limes on cable outlels in OKC, Tulsa. McAlester. 

Muskogee. Lawton. Stillwater, Edmond. Norman. Woodward, and R>nca City. 

www.TravelOK.com 







GETAWAY 

GUIDE 


Hot Spots 


WHERE T 


IN OKIAHOMA NOW 


It^s the holidays, and fimtily and friends are 
gathering for Oklahoma s most wondrous 
season. Where will you take them when the 
turkey has long been carved and the shopping 
is completed Here, your guide to Oklahoma 
sites both real and virtual. 





UPSTAIRS, DOWNSTAIRS: 

Immerse yourself in the 
holiday season with a tour of 
the historic Marland Man- 
sion (901 Monument Road; 
580/767-0420 or marland- 
mansion.com) in Ponca 
City. With halls decked to 
the nines, this Oklahoma 
landmark welcomes tourists 
with seasonal flair. 


IT'S A DOG'S WORID: 

Check out Oklahoma’s 
re- tail culture at the two 
Tulsa locations of the Dog 
Dish ( 1 309 East Thirty- 
fifth Place and 6502 East 
Fifty-first Street; 9 1 8/293- 
2275 or thedogdish.com) 
Their upscale bowls, 
collars, beds, and treats 
show who^s really head 
of your household. 


BASKET CASE; foo busy 
to buy all those corporate 
or individual holiday gifts? 

Tlie Gourmet Gallery 
(405/7 1 5-3663 or thegour- 
metgallcry.com) in Edmond 
docs a brisk gift basket 
business. Try their Made in 
Oklahoma-themed baskets 
and consider throwing in a 
copy of Oklahoma Today 
for good measure. 

GOING ONCE, Going 
Twice: If eBay’s starring to 
feel stale, click on ok, gov, 
then the link to the Depart- 
ment of Central Services 
State Surplus Online Auc- 
tion and start bidding on 
everything from office furni- 
ture to paintball guns. 


BRAGGIN' RIGHTS: 

Pick your side- — ^ir’s 
Bedlam football time. 
First-year head coach 
Mike Gundy brings his 
Cowboys CO square off 
with Bob Stoops’s Sooners 
at Oklahoma Memorial 
Stadium in Norman on 
November 26, 

ON HOIIDAY; There’s 
something special about 
a December wedding, 
and the folks at Redstone 
Country Inn &: Wedding 
Chapels (206 South 
Second Street; 405/282- 
2667 or redstonebb, 
com) in Guthrie know it. 
During the holidays, the 
bed and breakfast is 
covered with 
lights, and each 
suite is home to 


a Christmas tree. 


GOT A UGHT?: Since 
1 993* Chickasha has been 
rolling out the red carpet for 
central Oklahoma’s night- 
light crawlers. With 3.5 
million lights on more than 
ninety displays, the Festival 
of Light (405/224-9627 or 
foLnet) at Shannon Springs 
Park rivals New York’s 
Tavern on the Green for 
illuminating oomph. 

HONEYMOON ELEMENTAL 

Exhibit: Satisfy an appetite 
for art at City Arts 
Center in Oklahoma Gc>^ 
(3000 General Pershing 
Boulevard; 405/951-0000 
or cityartscenter.org) with 
Earth & Sky: New Works 
by Benjamin Harjo Jr., 
America Meredith^ and 
Charles Pratt, The exhibit 
runs November 17 through 
January 7, 

GAME GRUB; It’s a 
winning combination: A 
half-dozen TVs, sizzling 
fajitas, and cold brews 
make Val^s Restaurant & 
Pub (800 North Main; 
580/482-4580) in Altus 

the spot to cheer the team 
to gridiron victory. 
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VjUuiiii y» 

Markctiitj; .VNS^xHalioir 


GREEN COUNTRY 

800-922-2118 • GreenCountryOK.com 

Produced in cooperation with the Oktahoma Tourism & Recreation Department 


OKLfltlOMfl 

imiivf mtm 


800-652-6552 


FREE GUIDES 



800.922.2118 GreenCountrvOk.com 



D C§T C A S 1 N O N C C 

iRl* ORWHOINTRALi 'd H O M A; 


PARADISE CASINO 


SEVEN CLANS PARADISE CASINO 

7500 HWY 177 RED ROCK, OK 74651 
1 0 MINUTES SOUTH OF PONCA CITY & 
20 MINUTES NORTH OF STILLWATER 
ON STATE HIGHWAY 1 77 



Cabin 


RESTAURANTS OF 

CHEROKEE CASINO RESORT 

Join m today for the fuhulous all-you-can-eut Wild Potato BufTct; McGlUS 5 

eharhroited Ktcnk. seafoud and cho[t»; lip smaekint* harheque at Cabin Creek 
Smokehouse: submarine sandwiches at Sidewalk Cafe; deicctahtc appeti/ers 
at Twisters Bar and C:N<ite Piano Lounge; and delicious Italian dishes at our 
newest restaurant, Ante Pasta. 

M9Gill’s 










RESOFti" 


1-44 & 193rd E. Ave - Exit 240 • Tulsa, Oklahoma 
(800) 760-6700 • cherokeecasino-com 
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looks like a fire of irees/ ^ Bill Dura of the Oklohoma Ranger District^ on 

autumn in the Ouodiita National Forest 


Ouachita Trail Mix 

SIX ACCESS POINTS WILL GET YOU ON THE OUACHITA NATIONAL RECREATION TRAIL 




'i' VISITORS CENTER 
■Pt PICNICKING 
CAMPING 
.... TRAIL 

= STATE HIGHWAY 


1 . Talimena State Park 4. Winding Stair 

2 . Old Military Road 5. Big Cedar 

3. Horsethief Springs 6. Pashubb© 


Access PoinB 


► Bring drinking water, 
and when it comes 
to Food, "pock it in, 
pack it out." In other 
words, take your food 
and frosh home with 
you. Leaving behind 
food scraps and trash 
attracts bears and isn't 
respectful of nature. 

► Wear hunter orange— 
never white— during the 
fall and winter seasons: 
Deer hunters abound! 

► Always let someone 
know where you plan to 
hike ond for how long. 
Register at trail heads 

or the nearest ranger 
station. Don't depend 
on your cell phone: 

Hills and mountains can 


W ITH SUMMER 
temperatures fi- 
nally succumbing 
CO cool breezes, aucumn is 
the perfect season for a hike 
on the Ouachita National 
Recreation Trail. Beginning 
at Talimena State Park near 
Talihina, within LcFlorc 
County s 221,356 acres of 
Ouachita National Forest, the 
trail is an ideal way to take in 
the splendor of fall. 

“In the fail, you can smell 
the dean air," says Bill Durant, 
a recreation technician for the 
Oklahoma Ranger District. 
“The wind blows, and its like 
Mother Nature shaking off 
the old, dusty air. Tlierc s no 


place you’d rather be.” 

In early November, the 
forest is ablaze with gilded 
foliage tempered by dark 
pines. Til is time of year, wild- 
life fills the forest, including 
wild turkeys, bald eagles, 
deer, bobcats, and even the 
occasional black bear. 

Hikers can traverse 192 
miles from the Okiahoma 
starting point, ending up 
south of Perryville, Arkansas. 
For the less ambitious, there 
are six entry points to Okla- 
homas 46.3-milc portion of 
the path, including one at the 
trail s Starr at Talimena State 
Park. Hikers will encounter 
several streams and a few steep 


climbs, particularly when 
approaching the Horsethief 
Springs area. 

In between turkey din- 
ners and Christmas pies, a 
walk along the Ouachita 
National Recreation Trail 
is a great way to sneak in a 
little seasonal exercise while 
soaking up that fantastic 
fall foliage. 

— ‘Megan Rossman 

The bepnmngofthe Omchim 
National Recreathu Trail h lo- 
cated inside Talhnem ^ate Park 
seven miles north of Talihina 
and just ivest of State Highway 
27 L (918) 567-2326; 
wwuiaokforesis. com. 


inferrupl even ihe best 
service. 

^ Know the weather 
forecast and dress 
appropriately. A good 
pair of hiking shoes 
and dressing In toyers 
ore musts for seosonol 
hiking. 

► Set up your campsite 
about one hundred feet 
from the trail ond avoid 
making camp on stream 
banks. This woy, your 
presence won't disturb 
other travelers. 


DESTfN ATIONS 
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EVENTSGUIDE 

Statewide Activities and Events 


ARDMORE 

Carter Caunty Arts and Crafts Festival 
and Food Fair Nov 1 M2, Hardy Murphy 
Coliseum, (580) 223-8485 
Ardmore Fall Festivol Nov 11-13^ Ardmore 
ConvenHon Center. (580) 226-4843 
Festival of Lights Nov 1 9-Oec 30, Regional 
Pork. (5801 223-7765 

BARTLESVILLE 

Community Center 300 SE Adorns, Nov 34, 
Family Life Symposium. Nov 5, Moss for Jhe 
Children by John Rulter. Nov 1 M 3, PiloJClub 
Antique Show. Nov 1 7, Scarborough Trio. 

Nov 1 9, Eugenia Zukermon & The Bartlesville 
Symphony Orcheslro, Dec 4, HlQnde!''s Messiah. 
Dec 1 0, ^ r lies vi lie Christmas Spectoculcir. 

Dec 17-1 8, Nutcrocker Dec 27, Echoes of 
Borriesvilk (9181 33^2787 
Price Tower Arts Center 5 1 0 Dewey. Nov 
1,15, 29, Dec 6, 20, ArKidtecture, Nov 10, 
24, Dec 8, 22, Coppertones; A NighlofJozz. 
(918] 3364949 

Woolaroc Ronch 1 2 Mites SW of Bartlesville 
on S.H. 1 23, Nov 5, Eagb Chief AKA Frank 
Phillips: His Relationship with the Osage Indian. 
Nov 1 7, Dec B, Woolaroc Story Time. Nov 25- 
Dec 1 8, Woolaroc Wonderbnd of Lights. Dec 
6, A Tribute to Aunt Jane, (9181 336-0307 
Christmas Open House Nov 4-6, Red Dirt 
Soap Compony, (918] 338-2276 
Holiday Open House Nov 4-6, Keepsake 
Candle Factory, (918} 336-0351 
Second Chance Nov 4-6, Theater Bartlesville. 
(918) 336-1900 


OETA PROGRAM NOTES 


NOVEMBER 

1 1 2i 3: Ric for Survival^ A Global Health Chal- 
IcngCi 8 p.m. 

A fix-part look m the tmrids major health issuet 
9: Pioneers of PrimecimCi 7 p.m. 

Rare interokwf tell of she Launch of comedy setamion 
H* 19: The Glenn Pooh 9:30 6:30 p-m. 

A documentary about the oilfield tlm put Oktahorm 
on d>e map 

19: Oklahoma Hall of Fame, 8 p.m. 

Annual rea^ition of Okkhomds finest dfizet}s 

DECEMBER 

14: j4j Time Goes ^ Reunion Special, 8 p*m» 

Two new specials that stars tohere the series Itfi off 
22; Christmas with the Mormon Tahernade Choir, 
8 p.m. 

Features Frederica tmn Stade and Bryn Terfel 


CHICKASHA 

Southwest Chopter of Oklahoma State 
Fiddlers Show Nov 1 3, Dec 1 1 , Borden 
Community Center. (405) 224-3009 
Altrusa Hall of Trees Nov 1 9, US AO 

Ballroom. |405l 224-1872 
Festival of Light Nov 22-Dec 3 1 , Shannon 
Springs Park. (405) 224-9627 

ClAREMORE 

Claremore ArtSy Crafts, Antiques & 

Collectibles Festival Nov 4-5, Expo Center. 
[9181 341-5881 

Christmas at the Belvidere Nov 1 7-Dec 24, 
Belvidere Mansion. [918] 342-1 127 
Dickens on the Boulevard Nov 18-19, 
Downtown. (9 1 8) 341-5881 

EDMOND 

University of Central Oklahoma 1 00 N 

University. Nov 1 , F Clef Ployers Recital. Nov 
2, Brown Bog Baroque with UCO Facufty 
String Quartet. Nov 1 0, Boroque Student 
Recital. Nov 10-13, Pterodactyls by Nicky 
Silver. Nov 13, 20, Brandenburg Concertos. 
Nov 14-19, Kennedy Center American 
College Theoter Festival, Nov 15-16, Mostly 
Mozart. Nov 20, A Western Hoedown 
Featuring Jona Joe. Dec 1 , UCO Wind 
Symphony Concert: Holidays & Epiphanies, 
Dec 3, An Evening with Lucie Arnoz ^ the 
Ma nhatton Rhythm Kings. Dec 6, Christmas 
with the UCO Choral Division. Dec 8-10, 15- 
17, Cool Yule: Volume II. (4051 974-3375 
Mayor's Tree Lighting Dec 1 , Downtown. 
(4051 249-9391 

ENID 

World Jr, Team Roping Championship 

Nov 24-27, Chisholm Troll Pavilion. (580) 
237-0238 

Enid Lights Up the Plains Nov 25-Dec 1 5, 
Courthouse Lawn. (580) 234- 1052 
Always, Patsy Cline Dec 2-4, 9-10, Gaslight 
Theatre. [580] 234-2307 

GUTHRIE 

Downtown Nov 5, Art Walk. Nov 26-Dec 24, 
Territorbl Christmas Celebraiion. (405) 282- 
1947 

Laiy E Arena 9600 Lozy E. Nov 4-5, Dodge 
Prairie Circuit Finals Rodeo. Dec 30-3 1 , Super 
Bowl 7 Teom Roping. (405) 282-7433 

MUSKOGEE 

Citywide Dec 3, Christmas by Candlelight, 

(91 8] 682-2239. Dec 34, Christmas Home 
Tour, (918) 683-6600 


Arts 8t Crofts Show Nov 1 8-1 9, Klwanis 
Senior Citizens Center. [9 1 8) 684-63 1 0 
Boare's Heode Feoste Nov 1 9, The Castle of 
Muskogee. (918) 687-3625 
Garden of Lights Nov 24-Dec 3 1 , Honor 
Heights Park. (91 8) 684-6302 

NORAAAN 

Little River Zoo 3405 SE 120th. Nov I 2, 
Junior Zookeeper Animal Defenses. Dec 1 0, 
Winter Wildlife. (405) 36<67229 
5am Noble Oklahoma Museum of 
Noturol History 2401 Chautauqua. Nov 
1-27, Burgess Shde: Evolution's Big Bang. 
Dec 8, Holiday Happening. (405) 325-47 1 2 
Sooner Theatre 101 E Moin. Nov 4-6, 10- 

12, It Runs in the Family. Nov 1 8. Bo Diddley 
Concert. (405) 321-9600 

Holiday Gift Gallery Nov 1 1 -Dec 23, 
Firehouse Art Center. [405] 3294523 
Winterfest Dec 2, Andrews Park. (405) 366- 
5472 

Emergent Artists Exhibit Dec 2-3 1 , Mo in site 
Conlemporory Art. (405) 292-8095 

OKLAHOMA CITY 

Blue Door 2805 N McKinley. Nov 1 9, Caroline 
Herring. Dec 1 0, Lucy Kaplansky. (405) 524- 
0738 

Carpenter Square Theatre 400 W Sheridan. 
Nov 3-5, Boys Gets Girl, Nov 25-Dec 1 7, Epic 
Proportions. [405) 232-6500 
Cfvk Center Musk Hall 201 N Wolker. 

Nov M3, Dracub. Nov 5, Oklahoma City 
Phllharmanic Debut Night. Nov 8-1 3, Cirque 
Dreoms, Nov 18-19, Kenny Loggins. Dec 1-3, 
A Very Merry Pops. Dec 2-18, Meshuggoh 
Nuns. Dec 2-24, Jacob Marley's Chrislmos 
Carol. Dec 4, A Canterbury Christmas. Dec 9- 
11,16-18, The Nutcracker. (405) 297-2584 
Nat1 Cowboy & Western Heritage 
Museum 1 700 NE 63rd. Nov 5-Dec 3 1 , 
Music and Donee in Americori Indio n Pointing, 
Dec 5, Horseshoes & Holly: Annual Holiday 
Sale at the Museum Store. Dec 9, Michael 
AAartin Murphey's Cowboy Christmas Ball. Dec 

1 3, A Night Before Christmas Museum Open 
House. (405} 478-2250 

Oklahoma City Zoo 2101 NE 50th. Nov 23, 
Free Admission Doy. Dec I -24, Deck the Zoo, 
Dec 5, 1 2, 1 9, 26, Free Mondoys. Dec 1 2, 
Sonto Delivers, (405) 424-3344 
Poseo Arts District NW 30th & Dewey. Nov 
4-5, First Friday Gallery Walk. Dec 2-3, Poseo 
Holiday Show & Open House & Gallery Walk. 
(405) 525-2688 

State Fair Park 144 & NW 1 0th. Nov 5-1 9, 
American Quarter Horse Show. Nov 24-Dec 
3, Nationol Reining Horse Assodatlon Futurity 
& Championship Show. Dec 34, OKC Train 
Show, Dec 6-10, World Borrel Racing Futurity. 
Dec 16-18, OKC Farm Show. (405) 948-6704 


SB 
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Sold! 


Pets & People holds its 
fourth annual silent auction. 

Are you in the market for fine art, a 
car, or a custom-built doghouse? On 
November 1 9, these items and more will 
be auctioned for a special cause. 

Pets & People, an animal rescue or- 
ganization and no-kill shelter in Yukon, 
hosts its fourth annual silent auction 
to benefit homeless cats and dogs in 
; central Oklahoma, 35,000 of which 
have been adopted during their fifteen 
years of operation. 

With nearly $1 1 ,000 raised last year, 
Karen Terry, Pets & People vice presi- 
dent, has set a $20,000 goal for the 2005 
auction, where guests can make a bid for 
a dog-gone good deal and help homeless 
animals in the process. — Kathryn Jett 

The Pets & People Benefit Auction 
is November 19 at 7 p.m. at the Dale 
Robertson Center. 1 200 Lakeshore Drive 
in Yukon. Tickets, S20. (405) 350-7387; j 
petsandpeople.com. 

Orchid Infatuation Nov 1-6, Myriad Botanical 
Gardens. (405) 297-3995 

Artist as Narrator Nineteenth-Century 
Narrative Art in England and France 

Nov 1 -27. Oklahoma City Museum of Art. 

(405) 23<S3100 

Holiday Sale of Small Works Nov 4-Dec 3 1 , 
JRB Art at the Elms. (405) 528-6336 
The Ahn Trio: Piano, Violin & Cello Nov 

8, Oklahoma City Community College. (405) 
682-7579 

Cowboy Christmas Parade Dec 3. Stockyards 
City Main Street. (405) 23S7267 
Christmas at the Museum Dec 1 0, Oklahoma 
State Firefighters Museum. (405) 424-3440 
Opening Night 2006 Dec 31, Downtown. 

(405) 2704848 

PONCA CITY 

Community Tree Lighting Nov 23, Centennial 
Plaza (580) 767-0430 
Festival of Angels: A Holiday Lighting 
Celebration Nov 23-Dec 30, Citywide. (580) 
762-2273 

Hometown Holiday Weekend Dec 24, 

Downtown. (580) 767-0430 
Elves on Parade Dec 10, War Memorial Park. 
(580) 767-0430 


STILLWATER 

Community Center 315 W 8th. Dec 10-11, 
Nutcracker Ballet. Dec 1 5, Community Singers 
Christmas Concert. (405) 533-8433 

Gardiner Art Gallery 1 08 Bartlett Center. 

Nov 1 1 , Matthew Zupnick: Sculpture Exhibit, 
Reception & Artist Lecture. Nov 1 7-Dec 1 5, 
Graphic Design Portfolio Exhibit. (405) 744- 
6016 

Fall Festival Arts & Crafts Show Nov 4-6, 
Payne County Expo Center. (405) 377-1 275 

Holiday Gift Gallery Nov 20Dec 22, Multi 
Arts Center. (405) 747-8084 

TULSA 

Cain's Ballroom 423 N Main. Nov 7, Pillar. 

Dec 2, Loretta Lynn. (918) 584-2306 

Expo Square 4145 E 21st. Nov 3-6, Tulsa 
Area Cluster Dog Show. Nov 4-6, Tulsa 
Opera Antique Show & Sale. Nov 5, 

Kannon Draft Horse Breeder's Sale. Nov 
11-13, Carson & Barnes Circus. Nov 1 2, 
Blooming Deals. Nov 1 2, Thomas Horse 
Sales. Nov 12-13, Super Shows Inc. Gun & 
Knife Show. Nov 1 8-20, Tulsa Holiday Mart. 
Nov 1 9, Antique Toy & Doll Show. Nov 25- 
27, American Bicycle Association Grand 
Nationals. Nov 25-27, Oklahoma Palomino 
Horse Show. Dec 34, Grand National Gun & 
Knife Show. Dec 8-10, Tulsa Farm Show. Dec 
28-3 1 , Tulso Holiday Circuit Quarter Horse 
Show. (918) 744-1113 

Gilcrease Museum 1400 N Gilcreose Museum. 
Nov 1 -Dec 3 1 , American Spirit: Selections 
from the Corporate Collection of A.G. Edwards 
& Sons Inc. Nov 1-Dec 31 , Mount Vernon in 
Miniature. Nov 15, Jazz Night: Pam Crosby 
and Friends. Dec 20, Jazz Night: Steve Hamm's 
Jambaloya Jass Band. (91 8) 596-2700 

Philbrook Museum of Art 2727 S Rockford. 
Nov 1-Dec 31, American Impressions. Dec 
11-31, Visual Splendor: Thomas Moran at 
Philbrook. (918) 749-7941 

Tulsa Gorden Center 2435 S Peoria. Nov 19, 
Tulsa Garden Club Fall Show. Dec 3, Tulsa 
Herb Society's Carols & Crumpets. (918) 746- 
5125 

Tulsa Performing Arts Center 1 1 0 E 2nd. 

Nov 1-6, Cirque Dreams. Nov 4, Garry 
Krinsky: Toying With Science. Nov 46, 
Assassins. Nov 10, The President's Own: The 
U.S. AAarine Band. Nov 11-13, 16-19, Honky 
Tonk Angels Holiday Spectacular. Nov 1 2, A 
Ride With Bob: From Austin to Tulsa. Nov 1 2, 
TACTA Showcase. Nov 12-13, 17-19, The 
Fantasticks. Nov 1 9, Bach's Mass in B Minor. 
Nov 20, Zephyros Winds. Nov 2 1 , Cruising 
Europe's Great Rivers. (91 8) 596-71 1 1 

Meet Tony Hillermon: Winner of 
Tulsa Library Trust's 2005 Peggy V. 
Helmerich Distinguished Author Award 
Dec 3, Central Library. (918) 596-7985 

YUKON 

Dole Robertson Center 1 200 Lakeshore. Nov 
5, Fall Craft Fair. Dec 3, Mayor's Christmas 
Party. (405) 354-7208 

Chill Your Cheeks Fun Run & Walk Nov 

19, City Park & Yukon's Chisholm Trail. (405) 
354-7208 

Christmas in the Pork Nov 19-Dec 31, City 
Park. (405) 354-7208 


OUT & ABOUT 

BLACKWELL Animated Christmas Displays, 

Dec 4-1, First Presbyterian Church. (580) 
363-4195 

BRAGGS Greenleaf State Park, 3 Miles South of 
Braggs on S.H. 10. Nov 4-5, Star Party. Dec 
10, Old-Fashioned Christmas Party. (91 8) 487- 
7125 

BRISTOW Festival of Lights, Dec 1-31 . Main 
Street & City Park. (9 1 8) 367-5 1 5 1 
BROKEN ARROW Holiday Lights in Central 
Park, Nov lODec 31, Central Park. (918) 
259-8381 

BROKEN ARROW Rhema Christmas Lights Tour, 
Nov 24-Dec 3 1 , Rhema Bible Church. (918) 
258-1588 

BROKEN BOW Beavers Bend Folk Festival & 
Craft Show, Nov 11-13, Beavers Bend Resort 
Park. (580) 4946497 

CHECOTAH Holiday Light Tour, Nov 25-Dec 3 1 , 
Lake Eufaula State Park. (918) 6894607 
CLINTON Festival of Lights, Nov 29, Frisco 
Avenue. (580) 323-2222 
COLLINSVILLE Harvest Missions Festival, Nov 6, 
Discovery Bible Fellowship. (918) 371-2505 
DAVIS Arbuckle Affair, Nov 56, Murray County 
Expo Center. (580) 369-2163 
DEWEY Pilot Club of Dewey Christmas Arts & 
Crafts Show & Sale, Nov 1 9-20, Fairgrounds. 
(918)333-0560 

DUNCAN Lighting the Trail, Nov 1 9-Dec 3 1 , 
AAemorial & Fuqua Parks. (580) 255-3644 
EL RENO Christmas on the Western Frontier. Dec 
1, Downtown. (405) 262-8888 
ELK CITY Christmas in the Park, Nov 25-Dec 3 1 , 
Ackley Park. (580) 225-0207 


Smoke brims my eyes and tickles my lungs 
while chartreuse flames lick the oblate cones 
as compensation for solitude. 


Ken Hodo teaches English at East Central 
University in Ada. 


I hear new silence hovering in 
the pines, the steady, unhurried rain 
patting the roof, an occasional 
flame popping in the remaining coals. 

— Ken Hada 


Compensation 

I come here because I want to hear 
rain dripping through pines when no one else 
is around, to feel December wind 
wrap around me while I gather damp 
twigs and soggy needles to kindle 
a fire to thaw my bones that are like 
pinecones enclosed in the lonely chill. 


PLANNER 
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FAIRVIEW Fair view Fly4n & Air Show, Nov 12, 
Muridpol Airport. (580) 227'3788 
FORT GI&SON Fort Gibson Flisroric Site, 907 
N Gorrison. Nov 5, Foil Bake Day. Dec 1 0, 
1848 Condle light Tour. (91 8] 4784038 
GORE Trout Tournament, Nov S6, MorVal Resort. 
(918) 489-2295 

GROVE Christmas Open House, Nov 1 2, 

Business District. (918) 786-9079 
HOBART Christmas Cosh Giveaway, Dec 1 8, 
Downtown. (580) 726-2553 
JENKS 1 2 Days of Fish mas, Dec 10-22, 
Oklohomo Aquarium. (918] 296-3474 
KINGFISHER Kingfisher fn Lights, Nov 23-Dec 
30, Kingfisher Pork. (405) 3754445 
LANGLEY Christmas Parade & Lighted Boot 
Parade, Dec 3, Pensacola Dorn. (91 8) 782- 
3214 

LAWTON Beary Special Arts & Crofts Show, 

Nov 12-13, Notional Guord Armory. (580] 
357-1695 

LOCUST GROVE CraNer^s Village Arts & Crafts 
Sole, Dec 3-4, Community Building. (91 B) 479- 
8739 

Me A LESTER Southeast Expo Center, 4500 W 
U.S. 270, Nov 5-6, Kiomichi Quilt Show Nov 
5-6, Southeast Oklahoma Arts & Crafts Show. 


MEDICINE PARK Town Center. Nov 5, Chili 
Cookoff. Dec 17, 1-2-34 Wheel Christmas 
Porade&ToyRun. (580) 357-8888 
MIDWEST CITY Holiday Lights Spectaculor, Nov 
1 8-Dec 30, Joe B. Barnes Regional Park. (405) 
739-8232 

OKMULGEE Dripping Springs Rendezvous, Nov 
1 0-1 2, Dripping Springs State Park. (91 8) 
756-5971 

PAWNEE Ttmes Square in Pav/nee, Dec 3 1 , 
Courthouse Square. (91 8) 762-2108 
POTEAU Cowboy Trader Days, Nov 4-5, 

Fai rg rounds . (9 1 8) 658-3881 
SAND SPRINGS Christmas Extrovaganza, Dec 
2, Pbzo Community Center. [918] 2462561 
SAPULPA Lights on Celebration, Nov 1 7, 
Downtown. [91 8} 224-5709 


SAYRE Holiday on Main, Dec 1-24, Downtown. 
(580] 928-2514 

SHAWNEE Oklahoma Pigeon Show, Dec 1 0, 
Expo Center. (405) 391-3678 
TAHLEQUAH Thompson House Victorion 

Christmas, Dec 24, College & Choctaw Streets. 
(918) 4564898 

TONKAWA Otde Tyme Christmas Cebbrotion &. 

Parade, Dec 1 , Downtown. (580) 628-2220 
VIAN Sequoyoh National Wildlife Refuge, 3 
Miles South of 140 at Exit 297, Nov 1 2, Refuge 
Tour. Dec 10-17, Goose Tour (918) 489-5641 
WAGONER Western Swing Weekend, Nov 
3-5, Western Hills Guest Ranch. (918) 772- 
2545 

WOODWARD Sonta Fest, Nov 19-20, 
Foirgrounds. (580) 2560935 


Visit oklahomatoday.com or travelok.com for more listings, 

Dates and times ore subject to change; pleose confirm before often ding any event. The Events Guide 
is o free service published on a space-available basis. To be considered, please mail a notice of 
the event thot includes date, place, address, and both a contact telephone number and a phone 
number that can be published. Notices must arrive at Ok/ohomo Today three calender months prior 
to publication [l.e. March/April 2006 events must arrive by December 1). Events Guide, Oklahomo 
Today, 120 North Robinson, Suite 600, Oklahoma City, OK 73102. Fox: (403] 230-8650, Email: 
eventsgulde@oklahomotoday,com. We cannot take listings over the telephone. 
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HUD IN CDNIUHaiDH WITH THE TPECUL 
EKHIBITIOH PENDtEIOH PHOTOGRAPHED: 
LEE MOORNOUSE AND THE REAL WEST 

Bring Indian trade blankets for free identification, 
assessment and evaluation by Barry Friedman, author 
of Closing Rombows; Collecting American Indian Trade 
and Camp Blankets. Free admission to clinic. 

HISTORy ' art • SHOPPjHG ■ DIKING 
l-AA, EXIT USB OR no 
IPOD HE G3DD STRUT 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 
(GOS) AP8-21S0 

NNI.NATIONAICONOOYMUSEUM.ORG 


NATIONAL 

COWBOY 

AM>iTEIlMlitllTKMr 

MUSEUM. 


AMERICAN IHDIAN 
TRADE BLANKET 
fREE APPRAISAL 
CLINIC 


SATURDAY, DECEMBER 3, TODS 
9:00 A,M, - NOON 
AND 1:00 - 3:00 P.M. 
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‘December S 

H&rsesh&a & HoU 
A Special Evening in 
\v Museum Store, 6-9 p.m. 


Decemlier 9 

Michael Martin Miirphcy's 
Cowboy Christmas Ball 

"December 13 

A Night Befifv Christmin 
House, 6-9 



M«ION/iiL 

COWBOY 

fwn 

MUSeUM 

'-IP-- “ — 

r^yi: 


Call for information 
and reservations. 


1-44/1-35 Junction 
Oktahoma City, OK 
[405] 478-2250, Ext. 210 

vAvw. nation alcowboym useu m ,o rg 



I CHRISTMAS TREE EXHIBIT 

DEC. 1^31 i STATE CAP1TAU>UBLJSHING MUSEUM 


GUIHR^ 


ORIAL 


LfLUHRIE 


ITIIAMBEROF* 




TERRITORIAL BALL ANO BEKEFTT AUCTION 
KOV. 19 i SCOTTISH RTTE MASONIC TEIlPLE 


-ATERRTTOHIAL CHRISTMAS CAROL" 
NOV. 2S - DEC. 23 i ROLLARD THEATRE 

WASSAIL NIGHTS 
DEC. 2, 3, t. ia, 1S, 17 
STATE CAPfTAL PUBLISHING MUSEUM 


TERRITOmAL HOMES TOUR 
DEC. 10 M0 10 S / GUTHRIE HISTORIC DISTRICT 


VICTORIAN WALK 

DEC. 10 ind 17 n 10 9 / QUTHRtE WSTORIC mSTRtCT 


CAHDLEUGm' TROLLEY TOURS 
DEC .1^4 i GUTHRrE I^STORIC DtSTRtCr 


loin us durlJiii the fiolldays! Discover 
the (haracter, ihe Hospitality and the 
|oys ol tne Season in tne First Caplial! 

www.guthrieok.coiii 









HALF A LIFETIME 
MAKING HI$$TOU¥ 
IN OKlx/UIUMA 


The National Reining Horse Association is celebrating 
the 40th anniversary of its Futurity, with 20 o1 those leg- 
endary years being right here in the “Horse Show Capital 
of the World,” Oklahoma City. 

Be part o1 Reining’s finest competition where more 
than $1 .4 million wilt be won by top cowboys and cow- 
girls from around the world. 

Enjoy Western-style holiday shopping at the Trade 
Show, family activities and entertainment, including the 
ever-popular North American Freestyle Championships. 


November 24 - December 3 
State Fair Park Arena 
Oklahoma City 

For information or tickets, 
log on to www.nrha.com 


FUTURTIT 

* 1966-2005 
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ADVERTISEMENT 


Shop OklahomaToda y 



Centennial Coins 

The first in series of six 
lAv C^ntenniid coins to 
^ be released by 2007. 
> V P'iicli coin comes 

I with certificate of an 
f thentidry. Available 
y in bronze^ gold plate, 
and -999 solid silver. 
Bronze: $ 1 0.00, Gold: 
$25.00, Silver: $50,00 


Shadow of an Indian 
Star: A Novel 
Written by Oklahomans Bill 
and Cindy Paul, The story 
chronicles three generations 
of Bill Pauls ancestors who 
intermarry with the Chicka- 
saw tribe and battle tragedy, 
government corriipnon, and 
their own inner demons, 
all while attempting to save 
the Chickasaw Nation from 
annihilation. 460 Pages. 
Hardcover. $23.95 


Five Chiu Salsa 

Shooting Star Farms has 
created this salsa from five 
different chiles blended 
rogether. Not too hot, not 
too mild, this salsa^ just 
right for everyone s palate. 
1 2 02 . jar, S5.50 


2006 Wild & Scenic 
Oklahoma Calendar 

The 2006 Wild & Scenic calendar 
features stunning photography by 
Oklalmna Today contributor Mi- 
chad Hardeman, $1 L99 


Wru.*5t:jLSK 


Okij\homa DVD 

Celebrate the 
Oldahoma spirit. 57 
minutes. $19.95 


Cooking by the Bootstraps 

This delightful book contains more 
chan 250 mouth-watering recipes, 
a bread-baking guide, and a unique 
internadonal ingredient chart. 190 
pages. Hardback, $21,95. 


Jeweled Pins 

Strut your stuff with one 
of these exquisite jeweled 
pins, Each is made with 
brilliant Austrian crystals 
encased in either gold 
or silver metal. 1 13/16’* 
diameter. $25-00 


To order, call 1-800-777-1793 or 
shop online at oklahomatoday.com 
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THEE N D 


"We can'l hove a ceremony without remerrabering put deod." 

— Cecil lister. Tire Otlohomon, November 1 1 , 2002 



CHARLES ' 
ROBISON 


One of two notibnal '• 
cemeteries iri Oklo- 
homo, rile Fort Gibson 
Notional Cemetery has 
nearly 1 7,000 inter- 
mentsjand is an impor- 
tant Civtl War cemetery* 


This Veterans Day; take a moment to honor their sacrifices. 


I r’S EASY TO OVERLOOK WHAT'S 
happening half a world away. Re- 
minders, like the nightly news or 
the from page ofa local newspaper, 
bring home the cold reality to those of us 
without family members overseas: Many of 
our most important resources, our young 


men and women, are at war. 

At press time, thirty-four Oklahomans 
had been killed while serving their country 
in the Iraqi and Afghani theaters since 
20QI. Veterans Day — or, rather, every 
day — is a chance to remember them and 
honor their sacrifices. — The Editors 


On November 5, Mmkogee and Ponca City 
host parades; on Notfcmber ! /, the Fort Gibson 
Natmia! Cemetery will have a Day of Retnem- 
brance, the 45th Infantry Dwision Museum in 
Okhihomn City has a ceremony scheduled^ and 
Coweta pkm a downtown parade; on November 
12, Bartksviile hosts its veteram parade. 
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DRILLING FOR MORE THAN JUST ENERGY. The OERB would tike to salute the 
American way of life. It's why our contributors, the oil and natural gas producers and 
royalty owners of Oklahoma, are developing new, more efficient ways to produce 
energy right here at home. Working hard to make our country less dependent on others. 
Log on to OERB.com for more on how this helps protect our freedom. 














For Reservations visit the 
Heartland Flyer web site 
or call 1 - 800 -USA RAIL 
www.heartlandflyer.com 


€njov tfje fiolitiapsi 
on (0klal)oma’s( 

^eartlank jFlper 

Take a ride on the Flyer this holiday season and enjoy 
the holiday lights and decorations at each of the Flyer’s 
scheduled stops on its trip from Oklahoma City to Fort 
Worth. And, the Flyer is a great way to travel to shopping 
destinations along the Flyer’s route. 

fDon’t miss Santa CCausl 

Jolly Old St. Nick will be on board the Flyer on Saturday, 
Dec. 17, greeting passengers and passing out Christmas 
cheer to all Flyer riders that day. A real treat for children 
of all ages. 
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